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bled. If we in Austrafia are not prepafed
to stand behind our Governmenis and see
that this principle is maintained, we are
unworthy of the privileges we enjoy. If
the Governments are not also prepared to
maintain that principle, even to the sacrifice
of their personal advancement and ambition,
we will fail deplorably, as we deserve to do.

On motion by Hon. H. Stewart debate
adjouarned.

House adjourned at 7.37 pm.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.n., and read -prayers.

OBITUARY—Mr. H. ROBINSON.
Letter in reply.

Mr. SPEAKER: I have received the fol-
lowing letter— .

Albany, 12th Awgust, 1919. Dear Mr.
Taylor, Speaker of the Legislative, K Assem-
bly of Western Australia. 1 duly received
your letter of the 6th inst, conveying to me
the resolution of the members of the Legis-
lative Assembly expressing their sincerest
sympathy with me and my family in the
loss of my dear husband and father of my
children. Will you kindily accept, and
convey to the members, my heartfelt thanks
for your kindly reference to my late hus-
band, and permit me to assaore you, that
this added token of respeet in which we
rejoice to know he was held by the mem-
bers of your honourable House is, and will
ever be, a source of deep comsolation to us
in the great loss we have sustained. For

your personal message of sympathy, please
aceepl; my grateful thanks, I am, Yours
very sincerely, Meta Robinson. :

QUESTIONS (2)— POLICE 'DEPART—
MENT.

Promotions. ) .
Mr, JOHNSTON agked the Minister for

Mines: “What .method iz employéd "in the
. Police Department for selecting members of

-pected that' T-would -have-something to
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the police force for promotion to—(a) com-
missioned rank, and (b) non-eommissioned
rank$

The MINISTER FOR MINES rephed.
(a2} and (b) A system of promoticn by
nierit and by the aid of a selection board.

Vacancies.
Mr. JOHNSTON asked the Minister for
Mines: 1, Are there any vacancies in the

commiggioned or non-commissioned ranks of
the police force that have not been filled?
2, When it is intended to fill snch vacancies?

The MINISTER FOR MINES replied:
1, No. 2, Answered by No. 1.

QUESTION—REPATRIATION, VIC-

TORIA DISTRICT LANDS,

Mr. MALBY asked the Minister for Lands:
Referring to the answer given to Question
No. 2, of 7th August, in regard to repatria-
tion Victoria District, what is estimated to
be the area of Crown lands available for the
purposeé mentioned, and where is it situ-
ated?

The MINISTERE FOR LANDS replied:
The area available eannot be estimated.

QUESTION—RAILWAY EXTENSION,
AJANA-GERALDINE.

Mr, MALEY osked the Minister for
Works: 1, Has he received any report from
the Engineer-in-Chief in regard to the sug-
gested extension of the railway from Ajana
to the Geraldine mines? 2, If so, what was
the nature of such report?

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS replied:
1, On the 4th December, 1918, the Engineer-
in-Chief made an unofficial inspection of the
conntry between Northampton and the Geral-
dine wmines, with a view to the possible ex-
tension of the existing Northampton-Yuna
Railway, but he was not instructed to, nor
did he make an official report regarding the
railway. 2, Answered by No. 1

LEAVE OF ABSENCE,

On motion by Mr. Hardwick leave of
abgenee for two weeks granted to Mr.
Teesdale (Roehourne) and Mr. Veryard
(Leederville) on the ground of ill health,
and to Mr. Nairn (Swan) on the ground of
urgdnt private business.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Sixthk Day.

Deba.te resumed from previons day.
 Mr. R. T, ROBINSON  (Canning): I

:'am found to-day supportin_g the Govern-

ment, not becanse I agree with their poliey,

-or do not agrce With their. policy, but be-

sause- repented -changes of Government ure
nott good for the State. It might be ex-
say
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in this House in connection with the sus-
tenance altowance to farmers who are under
thie Tudustries Assistance Board. I 'do mot
however propese during the Address-in-re-
ply to diseuss the matter, because as scon
as I receive the files relating te that sns-
tenance, I proposé to move a substantive
mokion in this House that the Industries
Agsistance Board and the Agricultural Bank
be frecd from political eontrol. I think that
the most impovtant part of the Governor’s
Speech is that which relates to the cost of
Yiving and I hope that the Government are
going to be courageous emnough to bring
forward a Bill te fix prices. I do
not know what the vesult of such a Bill will
Ire and whether it will be effective in fixing
prices, but T do consider it will' act
as a deterrent and a check, Only this
afternoon I heard of a case in connection
with the freezing works at Fremantle,
where fracteur was necessary to be pur-
chased. The eontractor purchased so many
eases at £1 a case and there were go many
cases left which he thought he would have
2 call on, When he came back to buy the
remainder he found that o certain other
firm, whose name has been well bandied
about in Western Australia, had purchased
the lot and they demanded from him 37s.
a case. If we want an instance of profiteer-
ing there is onme which has just happened
and it is an instance where, if we had a
SBtatute dealing with the subjeet, that
Statute could be used@ to advantage. The
instunee I have guoted happencd either this
morning or yesterday, 1 hold that althongh
the illastration I hnve given does not touch
the cost of living, the principle of it holds
.good righi through, and there is not a right
thinking man in the community who does
not hold that all urticles which are to be
gonswmmed. or are for vse by the human
ercature, should not be sold at the most
rgasonable price the community shonld pay.
Tn thig respeet we have had some controversy
in the PPress and it has been guite interest-
ing to notice th¢ marked change of my
friend the member for Perth. Tast session,
you Sir, will remember how he¢ came down
here and told us that the omly remedy for
our ills was violent taxation and sudden
retrenchment. Now the-hon. member has
progressed a litile with age. He has de-
seendéd from his flights of faney to com-
mon garth and he informs us that economy,
production and work, are the assentials that
will save us. The Lefroy Government stood
for economy, for production, and for work.

Hou. P. Collier: And practised none of
them,

Mr. ROBINSON: And practised every
one of them. At this late stage althongh
the member for Perth was not a valisnt
supporter of the Lefroy Goveérnment, I am
glad to know the example set by that Gov-
ernment has borne fruit.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: You spent more
than any Government in existence.

Hon. P. Collier: The greatest spendthrift
Government which ever existed.

. Collie coal.
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Mr. ROBINSON: Spent more on what?
Hon. W. C. Angwin: That is what we

" would like to know.

Mr. ROBINSON: While the Premier is
kpen on the development of agriculture
and our country districts—and [ do no
blame him in that regard, hocause the coun-
try distriets are the backbone of the Siate
—he must not forget two of the most im-
portant industries that eqnally form part
of the backbone of the State. Omne of the
mogt vital industries is the mining indus-
try, and I alse refer to the timber indus-
try. I do net see much referemce in the
Speech to the development or assistance of
mining. I know that the Premier is in
accord with a progressive mining poliey
heeause, when 1 was Minister, before I
ventured to go forth with a poliey 1 ro-
garded as progressive, I conferred with the
Premier, and he agreed with my proposals,
T would like to see some of those proposals
put into effect. I wish to call attention to
one wmatter in connection with the Geologi-
¢al Department. The Geological Depart-
ment is the scientific part of mining. Our
skilled geologists go about and measure the
carth in a scientific way, and  tell
us lots of things of great practical
use to the miner. The reports of the
last two or three vears, which have cost
the State £15000, T brought wup for
printing in the usual way in order to cirecu-
late them among the people to whom they
wouid be of use, and I was met with the re-
sponse by the Premier, ‘*It cannot be done.’’
An ouvtlay of £700 for the mining community
‘feould not be dome.’’ Those things should
not be. . The Govermnent must give treat-
ment to the mining ecommunity equal to the
treatment meted out te the agricultural eom-
munity. I am sure my suceessor will take
the same view, and I hope to see those re-
ports issued almost at once; the mining
community want them.

The Minister for Mines:
send them along.

Mr. ROBINSON: I did, and the Premier
remarked that it eould not be done.  The
rule was established Dby the previous Trea-
aurer that all printing had to he submitted
for Cabinet approval before it was brought
down. In this case I was blocked by the
Premier. Becently I had the honour of open-
ing the scheelite ore treatment works estab-
lished at Coolgardie, and T hopc to see those
works extended, because the development of
our base metals is one of the things we must
logok to to make the country progressive. We
have base metals from one end of the country
to the other. Previonsly we had no plants to
treat and no means to develop them. Tt is
the duty of the Mines Department to see that
those things are provided. Before leaving
office, T gave a good deal of attention to
I bave taken great pains in con-
nection with the service of transports and
ships earrying our wheat to see that Collie
coal was provided, bnt against its use the
Shipping Controller and Shipping” Committes
have set their faces absolutely. They will -

You had better
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aot use Collie coal. 1 recommend my sue
cessor und the Government to pursye the
pelicy I began, and peg away at the Com-
monwealth and the British anthorities until
Gollie coal is used freely. Instances were
quoted of Collie coal having set fire to ship’s
bunkers. In the department there are records
of wany instances where coal from other
paits of the world has equally cavsed out-
breaks of fire in bunkers. Collie coal should
be used for every possible purpose in West-
orn Austrulia. It is not being used for every
possible purpose to-day. It sliould come into
move use locally., Only a couple of months
ago My. Simms, one of the lealing men con-
nected with the Collie industry, had a long
tatk with me as to an experiment in MMel-
bourne. He took a ton of Collié ceal to Mel-
hourne and treated it for the production of
gas, We have Leen led to understand that
Collie coal wotll not produee gas. This ton
of coal produced 8,000 cubie feet of gas, and
those who worked the retorts, scientific men,
gai if the retorts had been hetter it would
have proiduced 10,000 ecbic feet. A ton of
Neweastle coal will produee 12,0600 cuble fect
of gas. It therefore occurred to me that if
we used a proportion of Newcastle coal, say
one-fifth or one-quarter, and the balanee
Collie coal, we would probably get in the
neighkbourhood of 11,000 or 11,500 cuble feet
of gas. | was moest anxious that the experi-
ment should he made here, and sugyested to
My, Simma that the Collie coal proprietors
should pay onesthird of the cost, the Perth
City Council, who use the gas, one-third, and
T should advise the Government to pay the
other one-third, and to have the experiments
condoeted wider Government
The eost of the plant would have been about
£1,500. Unfortunately Mr. Bimms countracted
the dreaded influgnza in the Eastern States
and died, and I left office. This, too, I com-
mend £0 my successer, becaunse we should not
stop umtil we have Collie conl unsed for every
legitimate purpoze possible in the State. I
‘trost the settlement of the South-West con-
templated by the Premier will not in any
shape or form interfere with the karri for-
cats, I utter this word of warning here be-
¢ause I know the Premier’s predilection fov
the destruction of trees and the growth in
their place of grass ov turnips. Karri, our
second wmost valuable timber, may oue day
be onr most valuable timber. For super-
strueture it is probably unequalled and un-
rivalled by any timber in the world, We
have millions of pounds’ worth of karri, Tt
iz a national asset and it is the duty of the
House to see, and I trust the Minister who
sueceeded me will see, that no vandal,
whether he be Minister or any other aXeman,
shall lay his nxe to. these trees except for
proper ecminercial use. I also commend to
my snecessor the rapid pushing oan of the

classification of the South-West and the de--

mareation of the forests, because it will he
found when the classification is made that,
amengst the forests and up the fertile valleys
andl slopes in many places where there is uo
settlement now, it will be guite possible to

supervision, .

[ASSEMBLY.]

mzke settiement in such a way that we shall
gét the farms we want for agrienitore with-
cut interfering with the timber. There is
pleaty of good land without saerificing the
timber, and the only way to make it avail-
able iy by a carcful classification and de-
inareation of the fovests. The last time a
Minister of the Crowu, Bir Newton Moore,
attempted surveys of the South-West, al-
though he spent a mint of money, he might
as well have stayed in Perth and used a
blue pencil and rule, becaunse the lands he
eat up at soeh great expense were wmerely
rectangular  blocks, irvespective of valleys,
contonrs, or forests. I trust the Government
will avoid the mistake of the past, and will
follow the contours of the country and re-
frain from cutting into good forests. Our
sceonCary industries will do wmuel to help the
protlvetion of the State and the creation of
wealth within our own borders, About four
willion ponnds’ worth of goods every yoar
arc imported into this State, whiel goods
shiuld be manufactured here, Qf the four
willion pounds® worth, over ome .millkion
pennds’ worth are the produet of farms ang
orchards. There is no excuse whatever for
the .importation of that million pounds’
wortlh, amd where the Government are trying
to induce settlement, they mnst be supported
Ly every reasonable man to the fullest ex-
touk. I have o ahort list of items every ome
of which can bhe produeed in Western Ans-
trulin, These figures represeut the imports
for the year ended June last:—tanning
barks £12,374. bisenits £26,805, bhoots and
shoes  £259,078, TDutter aml substitutes
£421,064, cheese £59,967, candles £],680,
cement £14,417, eoal £88,655, confectionery
£67,396, eggs £3 860, fish £54,589, fruits dried
£31,064, frnits fresh £11,949, iams £40,857—
I do not see the Minister for Aprieultors
represented in the House, perhaps one of his
eolleagues will inform him of these figuresa—
beans and peas £2,835, wheaten flour. £1,024,
malt  £31,759, oatmeal £22,259, prepared
coreals £11,127, honey £751, hops £17,238,
agricvitural, horticultural, and viticultural
machinery and implements, £64,749, hacon
and hams £84133  lard aud fats £7,406,
leather  £40,429, leather manufactures
£14,271, milk and eream £123,231—-anothor
item fo: the Minister.

Hon, W. ., Angwin:
anything about it,

Mr. ROBINSON: And does not care.

Hon. W, 0. Angwin: He ¢ares more than
vou do. -

Mr, ROBINSON: Onions £20,315, pickles
and saaces £26,370, potatoes £31,622, salt
£6,820, soav £34,421, stearine £11,115, timber
£47,271, 'There are many other items in the
list which might be menticned, but po one
will deny that with the exception of hoots
and shoes and manufactured leather, every
ling T have quoted can be readily prepared
and manuvfaetured in this State. The total
amount I have read out is £1,692,000.

The Minister for Mines: Ou the other
hani, some of the items Fou have mentioned
are now sent from here to the Eastern States.

He does not know |
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Mr., RODINSON: In the year 1916-17,
when [ first took over the office of Minister
for Indnstries, we were importing over
£200,000 worth of bacon and hams annually.
I see from the returng for 1916-17 the amount
was £205,000. As members know, great ef-
forts were made by all sides of the Govern-
ment to have established throughout the
conntry bacon faectories, so that this import
might be ispensed with. For the year 1917-
18 the import fell to £153,000, and for the
12 meuths ended on the 30th June, 1919, it
fell to £84,000; and I bave every reason to
believe that during the current year the im-
port of bacon will be very small indeed. The
country is, I think, to be ¢ongratulated on
the fact that there werc men in Western Ans-
tralia. who could so foster and encourage
local industry as to overcowme that importa-
tion. And what has Dheen done in the one
case ean be done in every other. There are
established, or in course of being established,
several industries of which T desire to say a
few words. First the freezing works, Those
works at Fremantle will cost about £120,000,
and they will be capable of treating 1,500
head of stock per day. They will have a
storage capacity of 40,000 carcases, When
completed they will give employment to 200
men direetly, and indirectly to many more.
T am very glad to observe that the Chairman
of the Company, Mr. Alee Monger, has pub-
licly, iu order to silence criticism levelled at
tha company, said to the Government of
Western Auvstralia, “If you want-to take our
proposition to-day without any profit, hefore
the works are completed and much money has
been spent, you may take the councern over as
it stands.’’

Hon. W, C, Angwin: Quite generous.

Mr. ROBINSON: It is generous.

Hon, W, . Angwin: He offers to let s
take over our own £60,000.

Mr, ROBINSON: No. S0 far as I am
nware, the Government have not advanced to
the freezing company one copper. The com-
pany have raised over £70,000.

Hon. W, C, Angwin: Are you sure?

Mr. ROBINBQON: Absolutely.

Houn. W. C. Angwin: That is not aceord-
ing to the reports, anyhow.,

Mr. ROBINSON: The company have that
nigney, at any rate, and they have not yet
drawn a pemny from the Government. But
I want to say to the Government and the
people of Western Australia that the outlook
in conneetion with freezing works is that for
the next five yeara at least there will be a
loss on the running of those works.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: There i8 no oceasion
at all to build those works at present. All
that is wanted at Fremauntle just now ig cool
storage works, whi¢h should be bailt near the
wharf,

My, ROBINSOX: T am gspeaking from
what I have gathered from the gentlomen
who aré connected with the freezing works,
and who had gone into the matter very ecare-
folly. A loss ig likely to be incurred for the
next five years, until a proper basiy of work-
ing has been reached, As a former member
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of the Government, and as a member of this
Parliament, I say it ix well to ailow the pas-
toralists aud the sheep owners who eventn-
ally will reap the benefit of the establishment
of freezing wotks, to carry the thiug them-
selves, to carry the loss on their own sheul-
ders, rather than turn the freezing works into-
another State trading concern involving less
to the peeple of Western Australia.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: When you gave this
concession, had you not decided to bring
down no chiiled meat from Wyndham?

Mr. ROBINSON: No. However, the Min-
igter for Works will be able to inform the
hon, member definitely on that point. Again,
there are wool-scouring, and fellmongeéring
works established at Fremantle, employing
to-day some G0 men, despite the fact that
the works arc not running fully on aceount
of the shipping strike and shortage of
freights,  Praetically only half the plant
is heing run, but already this year the works
hatve scoured over 10,000 bales of wool.
When the plant iz complete they will bhe
able to seour 40,000 bales annually, and will
enploy over 200 men. Here again death has
rebbed us of a captain of industry, Mr.
Mar¢ot, who was over here in conneetion
with the establishment of these works. That
gentleman told me that he hoped in Febru-
ary or March of next year to proceed to Ing-
land and France for the purpose of conferring
with his principals regarding the establish-
ment of textile works in connection with
that plant in Western Australia, Unfor-
tunately, however, the dread influenza robbed
us again: Mr. Mareot fell a vietim to it in
Melbourne. Another director came over here,
and he, too, proposes to go to Europe with
the same objeet in view; and we may hope
eventually fo see established, through the
advent of the seouring and fellmongering
works, o complete textile industry in Western
Aunstralia.

Hon, W, C. Angwin: Bnt you do not take
credit for the scouring works, surely? They
were there before you took office,

Mr. ROBINSON: 'Yes, but they never
treated more than 2,000 bales in one year.
The people who had them were just strug-
gling along. T claim to have heen instru-
mental iu interesting the capitalists who
control the works mow, However, I am not
secking to elaim credit for myself personally.
I do claim that these industrics have been
established under the augpices of the Gov-
ernment of Western Austra'ia and with their
assistance. T am speaking only as a member
of ihe Government,

Hon, W. C. Angwin: PBut the works had
started before you took office.

Mr. ROBINSON: True, but L recommended

“Mr. Mareot to buy up the coneern, and it

vas bonght up. The eapital involved at the
present time is about £15,000, and the ex-
penditure is growing every day. For example,
the company are putting in a plant to pro-
duce carhonate of potash and lanocline. TIf
any hon. members lave uot seen those seour-
ing works, T venture to suggest to them that



184

it would be quite an ohjeet lesson if they
were to go down to ¥remantle, where T am
sure the manager would gladly show them
over the works. These works take only the
dirtiest wools, and the wool is caught up by
the scourcr and thrown into the water, and,
until it is pulled to pieces, cleaned and dried,
and is shot into a fresh chammber upstairs,
oscupies only two minutes. T am told the
woal scoured at Fremantle is as well sconred
as any done in Australin. The next industry
is lime and cement. The railway from War-
oona to Lake Clifton has been eompleted.
Between 150 and 200 men have been con-
stantly employed there, and they' are now
putting on the finisking touches. Onmly this
afterncon I was at Belmont, where I saw
that the work of putting in a siding and
making ready the site for the cement works
has begun. When those cement works are
going fully, they will employ quite 150 men.
It is proposed to turn out 35,000 toms of
cement annually, and to do this the company
will require to bring up over the railway
from Lake (Clifton no less than 60,000 tons
of lime, apart from the lime which they will
sell to farmers. To produce cement from the
lime they will require not less than 10,000
tons of Collie eoal annually. So that it ecan
be seen that the effecta of the establishment
of this. industry in Western Australiz have
been and are being felt in many directions,
helping to create employment for our people.
And as each of these industries is estab-
lished, it will require to use the Government
electric eurrent. -

Hon. W. ¢, Angwin: The Government can-

not supply any more electric current until

further plant has been put in.

The Minister for Mines: Come down and
see for yoursclf.

Mr. ROBINSON: The reason for bringing
the lime all the way from Lake Clifton to
Belmont to be manufaetured there is to be
close to a local market and close to rum-
ning water. Moreover, there is at Bel-
mont a huge deposit of clay, which ja re-
quired in connection with the manufacture,
There has also been established in Kensing-

ton-street a “glass bottle manufactory, but,

unfortunately, this enterprise, too, has been
hung up, owing to the shipping diffieulty;
awaiting since February last the despatch
from Melbonrne of two or three little de-
tails of machinery,

The Minister for Mines: That enterprise
did mot get much assistance from the Gov-
ernment.

Mr. ROBINSON: No. Not any of these
companies have had a penny of assistance in
money from the State, though they have
been helped by the department of industries
ag regards smoothing the way, The Minis-
ter for Industries is one whom every man
establishing an indvstry in  Western Aus-
tralin should come to as a friend to help
him out of his diffienliies.

Hon. W. . Angwin: The Lake Clifton
lime leases were signed before you took
office. -
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Mr. ROBINSON: Yes, but that was all
T venture to say that but for us nothing
further would have been done,

Mr. O’Loghlen: What did yon do%? The
eredit is_dve to Mr, Johmson for induecing
?.he people in Melbourne to put their money
.

Mr. ROBINSON: I am dealing now with
matters of general interest, and T want hon.
members to know what hag been done, There
are the glass works in Kensington-street;
whiech hon. members can go and seec for
themselves; the manager will be glad to show
them over the works, The company has spent
£25,000 there, and only a few details are
wanted to start the machinery running,
When completed, the works will employ 100
men, and will wuse every year at least
£35,000 worth of  Western Australian
material in the manufacture of bottles. New
glass works do not stop there. We have also
another Western Awstralian ecompany és-
tablished, with a capital of £25,000, for the
manufacture of bottles. They have made a
commencement by sending one of their
officers to America to study methods there.
The Government have facilitated the in-
quiries in every way. The company have
secured a large area at Maylands for the
establishment of a factory. The name of

this company is the West Australian
Glass Bottle Works, that of the other
is  the Australian Glass DBottle Works.

Now I come to the establishment of the gen-
eral chemical works at I'remantle. Those
works are supplying a long felt want in the
community. They are producing much that,
in the past, has been imported. For instancs,
we have plenty of magnesite of the best
quality on our goldfields. This company ia
using that for making sorel cement, artificial
marble, tiles, epsom magnesinm salts, and
many other commodities. Previously magne-
site was brought here from New South Wales.
The company is trying manganese, which is
used in our mines and in hottle works and
steel wotks and in the Royal Mint, and is
moking permanganate of soda. Also they
are making plaster of Paris from gypsum,
and in addition are manufacturing graphite
for nse in all commercial purposes. TFor
farmers they are turning ont a first class
cattle lick and are supplying lime sulphur
spray for orchardists. They are treating
alunite, of which we have large supplies, for
potash, and they are treating amblygonite
for extracting lithia salts and phosphoric
acid. They arve manufactoring silicate of
sofda to be used in connection with soap
works, and for weather-proofing compounds
and for preserving eggs. T have also in-
duced them to take -up the question of ochres.
The very morning on whieh T handed over
to my suecessor, Mr, Scaddan, there came
in from CGeraldton a set of samples consist-
ing of 14 oxides and ochres, colour pigments.
There is no reason why these should not’ all
be maunfactured in Western Anstralia, and
T am gzlad to observe tlie advent of a com-
pany that is turning so many. of the natural
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products of Western Australia into commer-
cial propositions.

‘'he Minister for Mines: It would be our
salvation if we could use owr raw material
for manufacturing articles.

Mr. ROBINBON: Those are industries
that have been established. There are many
others in the course of establishment, or in
respect of which negotiations are pendmg
and which, I take i, my successor in office
will pursue with "the samé zeal as L showed
when Minister for Indusiries.

Mr. Jones: Do you take credit for the
lot?

Mr. ROBINSON: I am not taking credit
for anything at all, If the hon, member had
listened he would have heard something about
his own town. The next matter is the forest
products laboratory! The creation of =&
laboratory was an idea solely of the Gov-
ernment of which I had the privilege of
being a member, It was supported by every
member of that Government. The negotia-
tions spread over a number of years and re-
gulted in the Commonwealth Government
agrecing to the forest products laboratory
being - fixed in Western Australia, The site
has been located at Crawley. The University
has agreed to surrender the neeessary land,
and there has been allocated from the forest
revenues of Western Aunstralia £5,000 towards
the building. The Commonwealth Govern-
ment have agreed to ereet the building and
oquip and maintain it, For that purpose
they have engagéd Mr. Boas, Master of
Seience, from the Technical School, whom
they have sent to America, England, and
India.

Mr, Jones: Has he gone yett

Mr. ROBINSON: Yes, he has been gone
some five montha. He has to investigate kin-
dred laboratorics so that the one established
in Western Australia may be, at all events,
up to date. .

Mr, Green: Who is to control it;
State ¥orests Department?

Mr. ROBINSON: No, it will be controlled
by the Comimonwealth Government, who have
undertaken the whole of the maintenance,
It will cost £10,000 per annum, and we were

the

fortunate enough to persuade the Common-’

wealth Government that if we found the land
and put £5,0600 inte the building, they should
run . ‘The forests products labora-
tory will investigate sueh questions aus
tanning, * Liast year Western Australip im-
ported £12,000 worth of tannins. ~We
have ecnongh tannin  bark to furnish
the whole world. The last time I was at
Coolgardie ome of the local councillors
brought in = sample of leather beautifully
tanned from some native shrobs, hemloelk,
that grow in the Coolgardie distriet. He
) told me the tanning properties - of thoge
shrobs were so great that only one-tenth of
the tannin was required to do the work of
the commercial tannins of the world. That
question wonld be decided by such-a labora-
tory as I refer to. Again, there remain for
mvest\g'mt.lon leather, gums, sanda1wood oﬂs,
resing, ete,
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Mr. Green: What have they done in re-
gard to the distillation of sandalwood oil?

Mr. ROBINSON: The position is this:
when first sandalwood oil wae distilled in
Wegtern Australia it was found to be eight
per cent. below the British Pharmacopea
standard and, in consequence, when our oil
was put on the markef the frade journals of
England condemned it. At that time Pro-
fessor Wilsmore was in Tngland, and the
Forestry Department and Mr. Braddock. who
was then investigating the sandalwood oil
question, instructed Professor Wilsmore to
have this matter elucidated by the fthest
Euglish chemist availabla. The result was
that that chemist found he counld eliminnte
from the Western Australian oil the exira
cthers and aleohols that caused it to fall
below the British standard. Tn consequence
the Western Australian sandalwood oil can
be refined and made equal to the article that
comes from India and other places and holds
the world 's market. Mr. Braddock has been
unable to extend his factory, bnt in duve
course I am looking forward to that sandal-
wood oil industry being a very Iarge con-
cern, and fo the oil and perfume being
despatched from Woestern Australia to the

world: The next stage is in comnee-
tion with the alkali works. I have men-
tioned this before, and on that ocea-

sion the member for Perth (Mr. Pilkington)
wag good cnough to say that somebedy had
told him it would never succeed. Those
who have faint hearts never win anything.
The men connected with -the Industries De-
partment were determjned to nse every effort
to establish the alkali works in Western Aus-
tralin. Onme thing is certain: In the com-
petition with the Eastern States before tho
Federal committee Western Australia is the
only State that remains in the running, and
the one question remaining to-day is whether
alkali works can be commercially established
on an econemic basis in” Western Awstralia.
So good were the reports we were able to
despateh to Messrs, Brinner Mond in Eng-
land that, last year, they employed Professor
Wonlnough to report to them direct. That
report reached England about January or
February of this year and so satisfactory
was it that we were further encouraged by
Messrs, Brunner Mond cabling to Professor
Waoolnough instrocting him to ask leave to
go to England and discuss the question with
them. He wag given laave by the University,
and he is now in England. Only last week
T had a letter from Mr, Russell Grimwade,
who is most interested in this Western Aus-
tralian alkali project, telling me that he was
more hopeful than ever that the venture
would be a success. That, too, requires.a
good deal of care. It requmires & Minister’s
constant supervision of details, and the keep-
ing of those people at the end of the warld
éonstantly supplied with the information
they require. It is interesting to tell the
Hense that, as the result of investigations
spread over 18 months, the waters -of Lake
Preston have been found to contain 4,600
grains of salt to the gallon of water, salt
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being one of the constituents necessary to
the tanufacture of the alkali. We do not
kunow where that will lead us, but if alkali
works are established in Western Australia
many other industries will follow in their
train, becanse common soda is used in every
houschold, not only of Western Aunstralia but
af the Empire. Australia uses 40,000 tons
annually. [t is essential to the well-being
of the Commonwealth that alkali should be
produced somewhere in Australin. We have
a greater chance of suceessful production
here than have the other Btates, and I ngain
urge my snecessor to use his best efforts to
see that the alkali works are established.
Many inquiries are being made such as in
respect of loeal clays, stones, sands, and
ochres. T wm glad to say we have in Western
Austratin to-day no imported tiles. The tiles
going on our houses are manvfactured in
Western Avstralia. A number of factories here
are now turning out a good tile at a cheap rate,
The information about sands, clays, stones,
and ochres is for the manufagturer and the
trader. In these particular lines there is a
quantity of tabulated information which
those ahout to embark upon any such ven-
tures would find most encouraging, becanse
it hos been proved that elays, sands, and
othres trom this State are unequalled in any
part of the world for the particular nse to
which they can he put, I should Lke to pay
a tribute to the gentlemen who ecomprised
the couneil of industrial development, Mr.
C. 8. Nathan and Mr, Crecker. Those gentle-
men have volontarily and without pay given
me endless hours of time over many of the
projects T have outlined to the House. When
kusy men, holding positions such as these
gentlemen hold, can offer their time to the
State in this way, we should recognise it
publicly and thank them, We are fortunate,
too, in having at the head of the Geclogical
and Analytical department an enthusiast and
a scientist of the charaeter and standing of
Dv, Simpson. 1 was never afraid to go to
hiin with any new discovery or matter for in.
quiry, He always welcomed it and was ready
to go ahead withk all the zeal imaginable in
order to find out if any use could be put to
any partienlar article. There wag no such
thing as the Government stroke ahout him.
I was also particularly indebted to the Con-
servator of Forests, Mr. Lane Poole. Many
of the matters to which I have referred ave
kindred to the great timber industry, Mry.
Lane Poole was always indefatigable in the
help he gave towards the establishment of
industries in Western Australin, What does
all this tell us? Tt means, as the Minister
for Industries has remarked, that we must
teach West Awstralian people to nze our loeal
prodiicts. The country is full of raw ma-
terial, and we hope to turn much of that to
proper use and profitable production.
We want the people of the State to
make up their minds to use the West Aus-
tralian artiele in preference to the imported
one if they ean. We have only to look into
our own households, the hotels we may live
in, and these Houses of Parliament, to sce
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how many condiments, sauces, and other
things that we use are brought in from out-
side. ’

Hon, W. C. Angwin: Are you sure they
are not manufactured ih Western Australiat

Mr. ROBINSON: I am asking hon. mem-
bers the question,

Hon, W. €. Angwin: I have a few labels
at home which are very interesting. These
labels were printed in Lendon.

Mr, ROBINSON: Labels are” very decep-
tive, I know. I Ao not think it can be said
too often that the people of Western Aus-
tralia should uge our local articles. I want
to' claim the attention of the Minister for
Works in regard to omne wmatter. T was out
at Osborme Park with the Perth Roads Board
a few days ago, We were taken to sce a big
regervoir at the top of a hill. It iz a very
fine work and coutains one million and three-
quarter gallons of water., It is roofed over,
hut the parts that caught my eye were the
barge boards, the facia boards, the covering
boards and mside, the principals, the pml-
ings, the very struts on the tank stand, the
regulator house on the top of the bmilding,
and even the top of the valve box where the
water comes in and out, were cuntirely mads
of oregon.

The Minister for Works: YWhen was it put
up there?

Mr. ROBINSON: T do not know. It was
probably not built in the hon. member’s
time. I do not think that sort of thing would
be done to-day, but it is typical of what is
done by everyone else in Western Australia.
People use .the imported article when we
have a very mueh better article for the samne
purpose grown locally.

Hon. W. ¢ Angwin: It may be necessary
under some conditions to use oregon for
prineipals.

Mr. ROBINSON: The facia boards, the
harge boards and the principals too were
made of oregon, We know that karri prinei-
pals of unusual length can be had at the
State milla. The timber there is perfectly
magnificent and there is mno other way to
describe it. There are pieces of timber
there long enough to span between 60 and
70 feet in one length, and all this timber can
be had from the State mills in the South-
West. Without any suppoert such timbers
would be capable of carrying a roof of this
deseription. Anyonc who requires a super-
structure of timber could not do better than
nse the West Australian karri. I feel
aure the Works Department to-day is imbned
with the same ideas that T have been trying
to put forward, and will never use oregon
where the local timbers can be used instead.

Mr., O’Loghlen: Carpenters prefer oregon
for working up.

Mr. ROBINSON: But this had not to he
worked. )

Hon. W, (. Angwin: In all probability
wheii this oregon was used the price was 12s,
a hundred feet, and the price of karri is 188

Mr. O’Loghlen: Tt should not be possible
to bring oregon.into this State cheaper than
we can supply our own timber.
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Mr, ROBINSON: I quite agree with that.

The Minister for Mines: It is not always
-8 question of cheapness of timber in the raw,
Tither has often to be worked up after-
wards.

Mr, Pickering: Earri has been proved to
be a good timber, every tinie.

Mr. ROBINSON: Earri has been vsed in
~many ihodern places in Western Australia to
great advantage. T wish to toueh upon an-
other subject, though I do not know what the
intention of the Govermmnent is in regard to
4t. I am referring particularly to the Bill
~denling with liquor licenses, the nine to nine
-measure, as we call it. In Western Aus-
“tralia this has become almost a part of our
being. The equilibrium has been reached
"between the trade and the consumers, and
‘no one will be hurt if the measure is me-
newed. I hope that this will be part of the
peoliey of the Government. I also wish to
refer to a matter of great interest to the
-member for North Perth (Mr. Smith),
-namely, the trams, T had the privilege of
introducing legislation in this vespect on one
~oceasion, Bveryone must agree that it would
‘be an advantage if in our suburhan and met-
ropolitan areas the tramways were carried
~out in legitimate directions where the popula-
tion lies. The cost of such extensions should
not amount to more than £160,000 or £200,-
000, T am convineed that no public work
ceould bhe put in hand that would afford
greater means of employment for the unem-
ployed, a quicker means of employment for
~those who are skilled, and a mors immediate
return on the capital, as well as a means. of
“improving the health of our population by
-gettling the people at a greater distance
from the metropolis,

Mr. O'Loghlen: Would you send the peo-
‘- ple out to Belmont$

Mr, ROBINSOY: Yes.

Mr. O’'Loghlen: How can you hope to get
-the trams out there now, when as Minister
you did not succeed? Tou promised to give
“them trams out there.

Mr, ROBINSON: I did not think my hon.
friend was so short-sighted.

Mr, O’Loghlen: Now you are playing to
“the gallery.

Mr, ROBINSON: I am not playing to the
gallery. Let me tell my short-sighted friend
~that during the time the Lefroy Government
ware in office we had the cloud of war hang-
ing over ns. Any Ministry would have been
-mad if they had spent a eouple of hundred
-thonsand pounds on tramway extensions dur-
ing the war, and T should not have associ-
-ated myself with sneh an administration.
Moveover, I do not know if the Treasurer of
“the day would have permitted such an ex-
pendituore on anything.

Hon," P. Collier: Money is just as hard to
- get now ag it was then,

Mr, ROBINSON: The work could not have
“been dome during the war,

Hon, P. Collier: Tt could have heen done
-just as well then as now.’

Mr., ROBINSBON: The Premier has said
the can get the money now,
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Mr. Green: ¥You promised that the work
ghonld be done during the war.
~ The Minister for Mines: We could not get
thio rails,

Mr. ROBINSON: They could be supplied
from the Broken Hill Proprietary Company,
Before T laft office T asgked thé Railway De-
partment to inquire From the Broken Hill
Compuny if they cowld supply eertain rails,
and the Minister will see that inquiry on the
file,

The Minister for Mines: They are unable
to deliver their orders now.

Mr. ROBINSQN: It i8 necessary to bring
pressure to bear upon them, and it is the
man who pushes who gets the Dbest results.
Tn New South Wales the (Government are
getting rails for extensions, and in Mel-
bowrne the tramways were extended during
the war, although no rails were delivered in
‘Western Australia. T suggest that the Min-
ister for Mines should go to Newecastle and
make the necessary arrangements to procure
the rails. I feel sure that the member for
North Perth, who does not indulge in
flights of faney, took a veal flight over fhe
metropelitan area this afternoon and arrived
safely to earth again, must he an ardent
supporter of tramway extensions. In his
flight he must have hovered above King's
Park and been able to look over his own
coustitnency and mine adjoining, as lie was
sure to do, and from his height he could see
how the trams fell short of their desired
destination, He muvst, therefore, be ready
to join with me in urging the Minister for
Railways to extend these trams ount to the
suhurbs.

Hon, P. Collier:
about trams mnow.

Mr. O/Loghlen: We will move a vote of
thanks to the ecandidate presently.

Hon. P. Collier: Could 1 ask the candi-
date a question?

Mr. ROBINSON: T did not come here to
please the member for Forrest, but T did
expect him to agree with the remarks I made
about forests and timber generally.

Mr. O’'Loghlen: You made a lot of pro-
mises about trams and hridges. -
Mr. ROBINSON: I made no promisss.
Hon, P, Collier: Why, they were printed.
Mr. ROBINSON: I told the people of my
electorate that T would vever eease to advo-
cate the construetion of these things, and T
intend to raige my voiee whenever necessary
on that "subjeet. The same remarks apply
to the bridges about which T have heen
twitted. How could T promise any hridges,
although Y saw the necessity for them? T
saw the hecessity for a bridge from Burs:

wood to Perth, for instance.

Hon, P. Collier: And one across to the
Peninsula.

Mr, ROBINSOXN: T hope that hoth of
these works the hon. member will live to see,
and when he does see them T hope he will
drink to the health of the memher for Can-
ning.

Tt i3 too late to talk

[The Deputy Speaker toek the Chair.)
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Mr. GARDINER (Irwin): For the firgh
time almost in my political life I can speak
to-night wntrammelled by the responsibility
of office or by the necessity of harnessing
my own words so that they will not appear
‘to be disloyal either to my party or to my
colleagnes, whose views differ from my own
very materially. TUntil six months after the
war I was under a pledge se far as polities
were concerncd, but even had T been a
membher of a party or even if it had been a
party of onme, like my friend the member
Jfor Pilbara (Mr. Underwood) I owed an
obligation to the B¢ate so far as the party
was coneerned, to drink the waters of
Lethe, only profiting by the mistakes of
past experience. It behoves me, therefore,
ag it does every other hon. member in this
House, to put forward the utmost effort of
his capaeity. Some of uws know the limita-
tions of our capacity; some of us

reekon that we are the apex of capacity

where frequently we are only the appeadix.
I recognise there is an obligation on every
hon, member’s part to put forward the best
of his ability to try to help, whatever Gov-
ernment may be in power—I care mnof
whether it be this Government or whether
it be a Govermment from the other side of
the House. Looking at the complex ques-
tions with which we are faced and the re-
sponsibility with which we should face
them, any Government in this House has
a right to say to every member ‘‘We have
the right to demand of you the best that
ig in you, and not to criticise except that
criticism be offered with the object of help-
ing.”’ 1t has been in that spirit, and I
think hon. members will agree with me,
that T have tried to approach every ques-
tion since I have been a member of this
House. There are five problems—there are
more, but five are facing us at the present
juncture. The first, and the oné that comes
nearcst home to us, is our present finaneial
position. The second is interwoven with
that, it is our actual relationship with the
Commonwealth. The third is our produc-
tien, and the fourth, which is one of the
most vital, is that of the cost of living, and
probably the whole of them Year some
relationship to tlie last, which is our in-
dustrisl relationship. I hope to make sug-
gestions to this House in dealing with these
queations, whieh may have at Ieast the
rerm of praeticability, certainly they will
have the salt of sincerity. TL.et us take the
financial problem first. I anticipated a de-
ficit of £636,000 for the ycar, and it was
£652,000. I promised the House that T
would try to Dbring the amount bhelow
£600,000, and I venture to say that if eir-
cumstances had remained as they were
© when T delivered the Budget I would have
got well below the amount, because, in ad-
- dition to other disabilities under which we
laboured, we had strikes, and the influenza
cpidemice, all of which had a peculiarly de-
vagtating influence upon the finances of the
State. '

“faith.
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Hon. W. C. Angwin: Thé influenza epi-
demic did not make its appearance here
auntil seven or eight weeks ago.

Mr. GARDINER: Our expenditure in
that direction started when I was marooned
in Melbourne, and at that time, it will be
remembered, the shipping strike had eom-
menced and it prevented many people re-
turning to Western Australia. The actual
deficit was £652,000, and that is still 2 long
way from being satisfactory, We have
amongst us financial Jeremiahs, of whom
Mr. Holmes is the high priest. He says the
country has been going to the bad at the

rate of £2,000 a day. I am going to
ssk hon. members, having behind them
huesingss experience and c¢ommon sense,
whether that is  so. I want to

put the House in the position of being
bankers for the time being, and bond-holders
as well, becanse, affer all, cur bond-holders.
dre seeured creditors. Under all eircum-
stances, the manager of the bank would call
the Treasurer in. He is the man advaneing
the monoy, and he would say to the Treas-
urer ‘“You have gone to the bad to the ex-
tent of £652,000. What have you to say?’’
I would reply to this effect, “Of that
£652,000 there was £313,000 for sinking fund
and with that amount I bought you practically
£385,000 worth of bonds. There they arve.’”
That is an asset against the deficit, Put it
on paper, reckon it for ouvselves, and we find
that the actual deficit gome into cpace, lost,
spent, amounts to £279,000. That is the ae-
tunl deficit if we had to present a balance
sheet the same as a business man has to pre-
sent his halance sheet when ‘he  faces his
banker. The banker says ‘‘What are youw
going to do about the £279,0009’' That is
the question that the House has the vight to
ask the Government, and I agree with the
leader of the Opposition when he says ‘* What
are you going to do about it; doen’t be vis-
ionary ahout it.’? T say ‘‘Thank CGod I am
not Treasurer to-day; it is not my obliga-
tion to tell you.”’ These are my suggestions
and T make them in perfectly good faith, T
venligse that the information which iz in the
possession of the Treasurer of the State is not
his to lock up. He obtained that information
in many instances at the expense of the
State, and consequently he too can impart
that information to his suceessor, and it is
helnful. Tle will not be playing the game
if he does not say ‘‘Here is what I tried to
do.”? Clonsequently T am making these ang-
gestions to the Treasurer to-night in the best
Sneaking from knowledge, we can
economise; sneaking from a far more inti-
mate knowledge, I am going te say we ecan-
not do it vnless every meémber of the Cabinet
has eome to the same deeigion ns yon have.
I am going further than that, and will say,
‘“¥ou canmot economise unless this House is
sincere in ity expression for economy and de-
mands that the representatives shall earry it
out.'” When T was Treasurer I found there
were plénty of advoentes of deonomy against
the other fellow. I found there were plenty
of members who, when speaking on the
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Address-in-teply, preached economy, while
those very members, to enjoy the good -opin-
jon of their constituents, were willing to get
up in the Iouse and ask the Government to
do things that they knew the Government
conld not do, and which they knew were ex-
travagant proposals. If we cannot get rid of
that cant and that hypocrisy, of that desire
to keep our seats warm at the expense of the
country, we are not going to have genuine
economy. If members on both sides of the
House say to Ministers, ‘“We are going to
pay our way, we must economise,’’ and they
say it believing it, and not uttering it as a
pions expression, then the Government will
get assistance from members, But when the
Government are carrying out these ideas,
unpopular as they may be, feeling perfectly
assured that they will have behind them the
backing of the sincere members of this Honge
at any rate

Hon. P. Collier: Hands up on the other
side from all those who ever asked for a
shilling.

Mr. GARDINER: T am dealing with the
actual dcficit of £279,000. We can begin by
making a saving of £50,000 on the depart-
ments, but to de that we must first get rid
of some of the heads of those departments.

The Minister for Mines: Hear, hear!

Mr, GARDINER: We must not increase
the salaries of gome of them. “We muat get
rid "of them. They have to be replaced by
men with more vp to date ideas, men who
have not grown old in tradition and loyalty
to red tape methods. We have to stop giving
ar open cheque and a fountain pen to the
Minister controlling domestic concerns. This
Houge for years has been giving an open
cheque and a Ffountain pen to the Colonial
Secretary.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: As far as the domes-
tie concerns go, it has never been abuased.

Mr. GARDINER: T do not wish to appor-
tion blame Decanse the hon. member knows,
if he i3 conscientious, that what he did was
not free from mistake., If we always remem-
bered that when we criticised Ministers, wo
would not proceed to apportion blame at all.
The foct remains that this House has for
Yeara been giving practically an open cheqoe
and a fountain pen to the Colonial Secre-
t?;y to Tun domestie concerns. Shall I prove
i
© The Minister for Mines: Yes:

Mr. GARDINER: T have o return dealing
with the years 1902 to 1919. Tn 1902 the
population of the State was 211,973; in 1918
it was 811,121, Tn 1902 these domestic con-
eerns cost £385000; in 1919 they cost
£830,000. Tn 1014, when we had 323,000 in-
habitants, they cost £708,000, and in 1919
when we had 311,000 inhghitants they cost
£880,000. I know all the excuses. There is
not a. memher whn can put up one half of
the excnses the heads of departments can
put np. -

Hon. W. 'C. Angwin: Take hospitals and
charitiea: they are all warranted.

Mr. GARDINER: Medical and Health in
1902 cost £98,000, and in 1919 =£126,000.
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Charities and State Children cost £26,227 in
1902 and £02,207 in 1919, Edueation cost
£101,000 in 1902 and £368,000 plus £15,000
for the University in 1919. That is how we
are going on. Members know this and yet,
when any of this expenditure is criticised in
the, Honse, we get a display of fireworks.
Everyone who has at heart the betterment
and good government of the people has a
right to the endorsemént’ of every man who
thinks clearly. What we want in the Colonial

. Secretary’s Department is the expert men

and behind them the hard head of the man
who sees he is getting value for his money.
Tn a wajority of instances, Parliament has
put the biggest expending department o_f Fhe
whole State, running into nearly =z million
pounds a year, practically out of control of thig
Chamber. Previously the Colonial Secretary
has invariably been the representative of the
Government in the Upper House, an over
worked man beesuse no man can consider all
the Bills brought down and earry on _the
duties of his office with all thesé various
departments and do the work thoroughly un-
less he is a superman. From the investiga-
tion of Mr. Glyde and myself—it was pretéy
thorough and a record is still in the depz_a,rt.-
ment—we made suggestions time after time
and what has happened? We got a long
minute from the head, and usually the only
result T got from the Minister in charge was
i¢The Colenial Treasurer, for your informa-
tion.”” 1 have told the Colonial Secretary,
and 1 repeat it here, that if _one_h_a]f the
time had been spent in investigating these
departments which has been spent in bol-

.stering them up, there would have been better

results. Take hospitals: Why should Katan- -
ning and Narrogin have piiblic hospitals and
Wagin and Moora assisted hospitals?

Hon. P. Collier: More active representa:
tion on the part of the members.

Hou. W. C. Angwin: Because they would
not keep up their requirements.
Mr. GARDINER: Is there not injustice in
that? :

Hon. W. C. Angwin: It is an act of dis-
honesty in them. ‘ . )

Mr. FARDINER: When these hospitals
are given grants and grants only, they are
managed by -a board, and if that board says
Jas. Gardiner is three or four weeks in the
hespital and dees not pay. they see that he
does pay because he can afford to, When it
comes to a Government hospital, it would
stagger some members to learn who does not
pay- A suggestion was made that we
should put these public lospitals under
a hoard. 1t is possible to pick out
three or four local eitizens who would
undertake  the  work, -beganse  some
men attach more importance to getting
on to hospital boards than they ‘would to
getting into Parliament. They would take
a live interest. There is no control over
their expenditure. T asked the man
trolling them, ‘“Have you any pride at all
in your administration. When you see Nar-
Togin is costing 55. 7d. a day per pitient and-

con-
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Katanming 4s, %d., do not you want to know
why”’? I should want to know why, [
made that | suggestion bucause, if we got
these local boards, we should have fairly
conscientious men who would look into such
expenditure. Then we could ask: <“Why
hag your account gonme up this wonth so
much more than the other mwmth®'’  When
they put in a requisition for blankets, we

eonld  know all ahbout jt. When they
put in a requisition for instruments we

would sec that they wore wmarked with the
Government brand, and it would be nuneces-
sary to ask as it is now, whether they be-
lTongad to the doctors or to the Governmont.
Tn hospitals alome we can make very sub-
stantial savings, I am saying this bezause
T tried. When members know these faets,
they will give every Minister authority not
to try.but to de it. Thre reason 1 mude the
suggestion was that assisted hospitals  in
nine eases out of ten are carried on properly
and pay their way. Take Moora: By sub-
seription we put up a maternity ward.
Wamen go there for Jying-in aul everyone
pavs, and the hospital is an institution worth
having in the district and fnlfily ity obliga-
tions. When I returned from Melbourne last
Avgust T was a sick man in more ways than
one. I said, ‘I have segn wise to cut down
expenditore and you have not done it.”’ The
Colonial Secretary’s Department at once put
in the pruning knife and cut £5,000 off this
and £8,000 off that and £2,000 off somewhere
else. Let any practical man say if there
can e any satisfactory result from this. [t
shows the head of the department does not
know his business and I will prove how he
did not know his Dhnsiness, Take the Ahori-
gines. The estimate piven me was £8,050.
The actual expenditure was £12,462, only 50
per cent. difference!

Hon. W. C. Argwin: You know they cut
it down sometimes and then expend it just
the same.

Mr. GARDINER: That is what T want to
come at.  These estimates misled me and
the House. When 1 bronght them down, T
had a presentiment that they would not he
realised.

The Minister for Mines: That
apply only to one department.

Mr, GARDINER: No, for Fisheries the
estimate was £5,657 and the expewditure
£3920. Not much excess there, hnt why
should not men live within the votes they
have given? If in private business they il
this, they wonld get the sack, and the preat
strength of dealing with men like these is to
have the order of the sack in  your hand.
Times without number Ministers have had to
shonlder responsibilities like these which
they were quite impotent to prevent. TFor
Gaols—I evt them down a bit; we mnst be
becoming a peace-loving lot of citizens—on
the Estimates £20,135 was provided and
£22,000 expended. Harbour and Light re-
quired about £1,000 more than the estimate.
Lunacy was pot up £1,000, too, but prob-
ably there was some justification for this.
Tor Medical, Public Health and Charities,

does ot
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EI57T06] was given poor innpcent e, bub
£176,151 way spent. Members wiil recollect
that the Police Vote was eut down by some-
thing like £3500. T was given £127,198,
but they spent £132,157. Do members:
wonder that my leart got broken when T
was trying to do right aml this was what T
had to shoulder?

Sitting suspended from 6.15 1o 7.50 p.m,

AUr. GARDINER: Before I leave the subs
jeet ou which T was before tea, I think it
only jnst and vight to say that it is the-
experience of all Ministers that our publie
gervice containg men of fine ability and fine-
integrity, who are very willing at all times.
to do their best for the State. Now we come-
to the question of education. The Eduea-
tion Vote is one which this Chamber has a.
refactant hesitancy to tackle, becausz even
an expression of opinion that our expendi-
ture on cducation is extravagaunt seems to
brand owe immediately as a reactionary..
Wlhen the Bducation Vote is before the:
House, it finds no more eloquent advocate-
than fhe member for Kanowna (Hon. T.
Walker}, I will do him this justice, that
e, like every one of us, wants to feel that-
in spending this money on education we are-
as n State gebiing our full money’s worth,
and that the childven are getting the edn-
vation whieh will enalle them to mect the
outlook of life that we hope is going to be-
their heritage in this land of ours. ‘In
1902, with a population of 231,000, cduca-
tion ecost us £102,3539.  In 1919, with a
population of 511,000, education cost wns:

£380,024, representing an inerease of some-

£280,000 in that term of years, When wo
called for suggestions of economy, many
suggestions were sent in, and amongst them
some rtelating to onr educational system;
and of these snggestions there were some-
which galearly showed me—that is, without
hearing the other side—that there is a good.
dcal of overlapping in our educational sys-
tem. 1 Dbeiieve T have heard the member-
for North-East Fremantle (Hon, W. C.
Angwin) say much the same thing here.
\WWhen it comes to the gnestion of finding -
out whether we arg getting our meney’s:
worth, it is, T think, a fair thing to make
comparisons with other States. T lhave taken
the following figures from ‘‘EKnibbs’' of -
1918: Queensland las 1,479 schools with:
4,017 teachers and 106,373 scholars, costing -
£484,500, or an average of £5 14s. per child.
Sonth Anstralin has 831 schools with 1,976°
teaehers and 66,982 children, costing-
£268,399, or an average of £5 2s, 4d. per-
child. Western Australia has 604 sehools,
with 1,613 teachers and 46,049 scholars, the
cost here being £305,130, or an average of”
£7 125, 8d. per child. These figurcs show
that Queensland educates 60,000 children
nore than we do, and does it at a cost
£179,000 higher than onrs; and that South
Australia eduncates 20,000 more children than:
we do at n cost which is £37,000 Jess than
ours. Those are figures which must make:
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us wonder whether we are getting full value
for our money. But those figures in them-
relves do mot  carry the convietion they
shonild if we do not follow them further.
Tn  the mattor of technical edueation
ueensland has 365 classes with 8,644 en-
rolments, and 283 teachers, who. rcceive
fees of £12,024; South Australia has 203
clusgses with 5,335 enrvolwents and 119
teachers, who receive £3,221; Western Aus-
iralia has 869 classes with 3,757 enrolments
and 103 teachers, whe recerve £1,058. Since
1912 the Queensland enrolments have in-
vreaged from 7,851 to 8,644, and in South
Australia from 4,760 to 5,335. In Western
Aunstralia the enrolments have during the
samo  period decrcased from 5,090 to
3,757. That ig the position with regard to
tvehnieal education.  As regards buildings,
the eduncational costs of the three States
ave:  Queensland, £96,397 for buildings, or
£6 16s. 94. per head; South Australia,
{43,472, or £5 15s. per head; Western Aus-
tralin £24,863, or £8 5s. 24. per head. As re-
gards universities, Qneensland receives fees
totalling £3,588; South Australia £8,388;
Western Australia nil The expenditore
on all forms of edncational effort per head
of population is—Tasmania 13s. 3d., Vie-
torin 16s. 9d,, South Ausiralia 17s. 5d,
New South Wales 20s. 23, Queensland
22s. 104, Western Australia 23s. 10d.
By any method of comparison that one
chooses to adopt, this is as near as
one can really go: and the facts raise
i our minds a doubt whether we are
gebting full value for our expenditure
on edueation. I will go further and say
that at the present juncture in the history of
all nations, when education is attraeting the
attention of every man who wants to see his
country develop, I am not willing to allow
the edueational system of thizs State to be
under the control of one man withont in-
quiry. When the Edueation Vote comes he-
fore this Chamber, I intend to ask hon.
members to appoint a select committee to
cxamine onr educational system thoroughly.
T have various reasons for taking that step.
Sweden, for instanee, has appointed a won-
derfully strong committes to examine into
the Bwedish syatem of edueation, which that
country thought almost perfect, as we think
our system here to be. The city of Belfast
has appointed a committee of its citizens to
control education. All over Canada commit-
tees are being appointed for the same pur-
pese. Every State of the American Union is
appointing a committee to go into education,
And for this purpose the ‘‘Highbrows’’ are
not being geleeted. The people are saying,
‘4Tt we want to see what is best in eduneation
for our nation, let ns take an average of
our nation.'” Tn most of the States of the
American Union they are tdking a highiy
technical man, a lawyer, a newspaper editor,
an ordinary business man, and a labour man
to form the commitiee. That is the kind of
gommittes which tight through Amerviea is
now exaimining the ediicational systews, in
order to see that the commnuiiity is getting
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that for whieh it is paying, that which will
equip its childven to take their part as citi-
zens: When I attended the last Mealbourne
conference L raised a point which is being
strongly raised in America to-day. Almost
ever since the American States feder-
ated, the Btates have had to do everything
in the way of educational effort. And what
are they saying to-day? That it is the
State’s obligation to give primary educa-
tion, and that the function of the Federad
Government hegins with teehnical edueativu,
That is the very point T raised in Mclbonrne,
I asked, ‘‘Do you think it is a fair thing
that the States should go on inereasing their
educational votes, from which the Common-
wealth as a whole benefits so largely?’’
Tasmania and Western Australia  are
two States spending Jarge sums in
technical edncation, Tasmania has  es-
tablished a technical sehool for Thydro-
electric engineers. Those engineers are going
to be u ecommon agset of all Australin. But
the respomsibility of eduveating them s
thrust wpon poor Tasmania for the banefit
of the whole of Australia, That is why I
want a ecommittee. A question upon which
T shall touch later is that the State’s obliga-
tion ends with giving a good primary
eduecation, and that the Commonwealth’s
responsibility comes in when technical eduea-
tion starts. I think members will agree that
it iz time we had no mock sentiment on this
question, 1 myself had no education at all,
T probably have had 18ss education than any
man in this House, But 1 say it is we men
who ‘have had no education curselves that
want to see the best of education given to
the rising generation. Thevefore, I do not
approach this question with apy desire to
ent down the sum spent on edueation, if that
sum is shown to be properly expended. But
I have every reagon to doubt that. Next,
I wish to refer to some of our loan obliga-
tions. In iy opinion it is quite possible to
save a payment somewhere in thé vieinity
of £106,000 per amnum; and in doing that it
would also be possible, T think, so to capit-
alise as a result the Goldfields Water Scheme
that it wonld give cheaper water to the
fieids and yet entail no additional taxation
on the general taxpayer, as at present it
oes. If members will bear with ine
o little patiently, I will deal with whdt
I consider rather =a vital matter., I
do not think the position of some of
these stocks of oura is fully understood by
memberd ¢f this Chamber. We have matur-
ing in January of 1927 a £2,500,000 loan,
That was for the Coolgardie Water Scheme.
For that we have been paying £75,000 n year
in ginking fund, and we have purchaged with
that sinking fund £1,893,480 of stock. That
i3 to say, the stock purchased shows a faee
valne of that amoutmt to-day. Instead of
paying £75,000 a year from now onwird we
need only pay £10,000 a year on those figures
to redeein that loan at maturity. So, if we
pay £75,000 a year for another eight years
wa shall be paying £400,000 more than 1is
necessary to redeem the loan. The fact
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must not be lost sight of that if they had
followed out the ipstructions which I, as
Treasurer in 1902, gave them, that stock
would be represented by the stock the sink-
ing fund was intended to redeem. Then it
would not matter what its face value might
be. This is the position: Assuming we put
the stock we now hold on the market for the
purpose of redemption, we might lose in
discounts as wuch as we gained originally,
Therefore 1 think we could float a loan for
the purpese of paying off the balance of
that loan. Assoming it was £600,000 or
£700,000, to redeem that loan from now on-
wards we could capitalise the Coolgardie
Water BSecheme at, say, a million pounds
and charge them with one per cent.
sinking fund, perhaps £70,000 as against
£150,000. Of course the suggestion would
require eareful consideration and a more in-
timate knowledge than I have at present of
“the market valunes of those stoeks in England,

Hon. W, C. Angwin: Some of those stocks
ware quoted on Wednesday at 314 per cent.

Mr. GARDINER: Yes, as those stocks
approach maturity they ean only be pur-
chased at £100.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Most of those do not
reach maturity until 1935,

Mr. GARDINER: Some of them mnot until
1947 and 1955, Wa hold £185,000 in British
Wational war bonds. If the suggestion were
carried out it would mean the saving of
£100,000 a year, and, in addition, if they
eapitalised the Coolgardie Water Bcheme now
and said, ““We are going fo take ancther 30
years and provide a sinking fund of one per
eent. on that,’’ it wonld enable the Govern-
ment to give a good impetus to the develop-
ment of mines using that water by supplying
the water at a much eheaper rate than they
ean afford to de under pregent conditions.

Mr. Troy: They could also cheapen the
water to the agricultural distriets.

Mr. GARDINER: That ia so. Now I come
to the Railways. During the year just closed,

the Railways earned £560,000 more revenue

than in 1917-18; but unfortunately it cost
£118,000 more to work the system,

The Minister for Worka: If we had had
the traffic we could have earned another
quarter of a million without greater expense.

Mr. GARDINER: The community are
being taxed something like £300,000 per an-
num, for what? So that the Railways ean be
uged for developmental purpesea?  That is
not the ideal that has been in the head of
the men rumning our Railways.
Rajlway Estimates come on I am going to
give a conclusive case in which I made the
Railways pay, but in which a poor unfor-
tunate individual who did wot know anything
about it could not achieve the same reswlf.
Imatead of the idea of our present manage-
ment being to encourage traffic on our rvail-

ways, they do absolutely everything in their.

power to discourage it. That cannot go on.
I hope that when the Minister for Railways
puts in a new Commissioner he will at the
game time put in some new men as'the Com-
mispioner’s chief officials.

‘When the

To us considering:
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the- financial position, the Railway figures are -
absolutely disquieting, One mnever knows
how to make estimates of revenue and ex-
penditure if the departmental figures are to
be £50,000 out. I was responsible for their
putting up the revenue as high as they did.
It realised more than my estimate, but I was
responsible, because I was making a compari-
son. They have got to the stage that, when
giving estimates, they try to decrease their
revenue and increase expenditure. If we
have to make this lose, let ua feel that the
logs is being made in the development of the
State, and that it will not be constantly re-
cirring becsuse 0f mismangement or because
in the heads of the railway officials there ia
the thought, ‘¢ Wait till the traffic is there
before we give conveniences.’’ Instead of
whieh they should be going out and offering
couveniences to invite trafficc. If we take
thiz into comsideration I think we can at
least look forward to paying off that
£289,000 which we were short, INow we come
to a far more sericus position, namely, ocur
relationship to the Commonwealth, especially
in regard to finance. It is of no use sitting
down and waiting until the 30th June next
year. Whenever I think of the relationghip
between the, Commonwealth and State I get
sore and sour, I cannot forget that to-day
they “are paying us 3%, per cent. on our
transferred properties. The Act presecribed
that they should pay us by a method to be
approved by Parliament, They transfer that
sum to our credit and pay us the interest,
and- that is what they comstrue into paying
ug. That is the kind of thing we put up
with. * Again, I ecannot forget that during
the war they exacted an indemnity from
Western Australia for the men she sent to
the Front. Now what do they suggest? They
g2y 'to us, we are going to cut down your
subsidy by 24. 6d. a year for six years, until
it reaches 10s. I will be fair and admit that
we simply said ‘fAll right, you are going to
ruin us,’’ I put thig srgument to them: I
said, ““If you are going to ruin us, you will
have to take over our deficit, and if you run
it ag you run some of your own departments
the deficit is going to bs much bigger under
your management than under ours. What
ara you going to do about it%’’ They said,
f‘Tagmania and Western Australia are to be
entitled to special considerations.’’ But I
say I do not always want to have to take
c¢harity from the Commonwealth. That is the
position. We have to take this position
geriously and quickly. It would he a
wise thing if we appointed a com-
mittee of this Honse to consider that
question. It would be wise if we were
to debate it here, and if we arranged
that, whoever went to represent the
State on that question, had behind him the
endorgement of the whole of this Parliament.
Because it does not matter who is on this
gide or that side, we all have to face it.
Mr. Angelo: You promised us a debate on
that sibjeet, but it did not come off. IS
Mr. GARDINER: ‘This is how it is going -
to teave us: They gave us an estimate of
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the increase of our population between the
years 1920-1 and 1925-6. Their estimate of
our population in 1921 was 341,000, and in
1925-6, 393,000. Of covrse, they did not
then know that the present Premier was
going to be in office, or they would have
increased that estimate. A¢ 22s, 6d., our
logs in the first year would be £42, 721 at
208, in the second year our loss would be
£87,881; at 173, 64. in the third year our
loss would be £135,586; at 12a. 6d. in the
fifth year our loss would be £239,067. That
is, the loss as bhetween 253, and what they
purposé paying uvs would be £295,074. Tak-
ing it over the term it would be only a little
loss of £986,273. The House has fo face
that position, and it has not much time to
do it, as the period over which it will ex-
tend will be very long. Oceasionally, we
" gre asked how the deficit bas oceurred.
Thére have been many explanations. The
extravagance of the Labour party is given
as one, and the incapacity of another party
is given as another.” Since Federation our
domestic expenditure has gone up by half a
miilkion. In 1902, we got from the Common-
wealth £1,220,000. TIn 1019 we are receiv-
ing £554,000. Tt was generally thought and
aceepted that the taxation by the Common-
wealth wonld be limited to customs and ex-
eise, and that all other avenues of taxation
would be left open. Bless my heart and
soul, the Commonwealth- have not only ex-
ploited every avenue of taxation, but they
have taken away some of the money from
the public ingtitutions! Just look ak the
position of our Savings Bank! I am quot-
ing now from memery. In six years, since
the Commonwealth Savings Bank has been
opened, the State Savings Barnk  deposits
‘over withdrawals, ineluding intersst, have
been only £387.000. TIn the six years the
exeess of deposits over withdrawals in the
Commonwealth Bank have been £1,100,000,
and, in addition, we have to keep the SeClll‘]tY
of praetically £400 000 at the Commonwenlth
Bank to protect our own Ravings Baok., That
means-that we are £20,000 a year worse off
by reason-of the difference befween what we
could obtain money at from our own Bavings
Bank and what we are paying now for money.
There is a remeidy if the people will be loyal
to their own bank. How can we say anything
if the people prefer the Commonwealth Bank
‘at & lower rate of interest?

Mr. O’Loghlen: You are aware that the
State institutions had to "appoint a lot of
agents who were not suitable.

Mr. GARDINER: That is quite possible.
The business of the Savings Bank of Vie-
toria has actually expanded since Common-
weoalth competition stepped in; ours has
gone back. The simple veason is that since
the Commonwealth Bank started opesations
in Vietoria, the Victorian Government have
ot up ﬁne bulldmgs in all the big eentres.
T @o not want members to go on hvmg ina
fool’s paradise. The term expires on the
-30th June, 1920, and as I told them quite
plainly and e'tndldlv over there—and the
late Premier will bear me ont-—when the

-t_aken
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history of the surplus revenue Bill ia writ-
ten so far as the Commonwealth treatment
of the Statcs is coneerned, a man will need
to have a handkerchief in one hand and a
tin of disinfectant in the other, the smell
will be so strong, Then we come to the
encouragement of production. T have just
been reading a report of the conference
which has been taking place here, and I
do wish that our agricultural friends would
realise that there are other important im-
dustries which require some assistanee, 1
have a recollection that in the firat session
T spent in this House the whole of the time
of members was given up te the considera
tion of the farming interests. They are
vital interests, and I am not going to allow
the opportunity to pass without expressing
my gratitude to the Labour Government for
what they did for the farmers in those
days. It is quite true that we must en-
courage farming produmction, but with all
the Premier’s optimism, if we are going to
have satisfactory settlement on the land,
we must show that a man can make a liv-
ing and that he can give his wife and
family at least some of the comforts which
are enjoyed in other walks of life, We
must not stop in the development of agri-
enlture, Omne would think, reading the
Press, that all our difficultiss were solved
betanse we were gomg to settle a lot of
men on the land.

Mr, Trey: The men who write those
articles do not know anything about it.

Mr. GARDINER: What is the good of
talking like that to men like vs who have
put all their money into farming? I have
great faith in the agricultural futnre of this
State, The agrienltural outlook has to be
considcrably increased before men are go-
ing to rush it. That s the position. I want
to give the Premier this tip: In America
fhey arc miles ahead of any other place
in their efferts to bring about the desired
end. They say there that the cost of living
is of course influenced by the cost of those
‘things which are produced from the ground.
In Amerien they do not have lecturcs now
and again, but they send oui men to every
farm and the firat question that i§ asked
of a farmer is, ‘‘Are you yourself living
from this farm or off it?’’ That means in
other words, ‘‘Are you yourself using at
your own tahle those things that yon ean
produce on your farm or arve you buying
them?’’ Tn America the banks help the
farmers. The firgt great development in this
particular phase of intense culture of the
home surroundings, eame from the negroes
of South America. They wanted to Dbuild
2. chape ) ]
as they do in Cornwall,

Eaeh member of

‘the particular eommunity in South Ameriea

agreed to put in, #ay, a quarter of an acre
ior less of what iz known ag ‘‘truck,’’ that
is, vegetalles of all "descriptions, so that

‘they might pay for the building of their
‘ehureh.

As a result of that théy developed
a little market where all their produce was
Gradually that extended until they
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found it was profitable to go further, and
that is what we wani the farming c¢lasses
of our gommunity to do. I say that with
# knowladge of what I am talking about,
becanse the first business I managed was a
Lusingss where we did a turnover of some-
thing like £15,000 a year and 10 per cent.
came from cash while the other came from
what they produced on the farms. Then
ju Ameriea they go further than that, and
here is another hint that T want to give
to the Premier, They go to a man’s farm
and say, ‘“What have you been trying to
grow.’’ The farmer wiil reply that he has
heen trying to grow wheat, or corn, or bar-
ley, or something else, Then they say
““Give us your soil,”” They carry a
amall  plant about with them and
they analyse the soi} and  perhaps
tell the furmer that he js trying to
do the impossible, that the land is no good
for corn, hut is good for some other cereal.
The vesult of all that is that there "has
been an immense revival in farming in
America. Down in Dakotn there were a
thousand farms thrown up not loug age
and to-day they are all in occupation
merely heeause the people who took them
up received sncouragement and assistance
and were able to know exaetly what to do
with the land. Where the soil varies, as it
deoes in Western Anstralia, suecess wounld
be obtained if similar methods were em-
ployed,

Hon. W. €. Angwin: In other words, in-
formation instead of money.

Mr, GARDINER: A little of each. Bnt
we must not stop there. T took the trouble
to put a pretty substantial sum on the Xs-
timates for the development of gold-mining,
but very little of it was spent. T told the
mining members that I was relying on them
t0 see that the money was properly spent,
We must go back to gold, and I am pleased
to think that whilst T was in Melbourne en-
joying a holiday, due to the kindly con-
sideration of the presemt Minister of Edu-
cation, T was able to do something there
for the bencfit of the gold industry, be-
cause T was partly instromental in getting
the right to export gold. In five months
there has heen exported 151,0000zs. of gold
and the profit has been 15s. 4d. per oz. or a
total of somecthing like £120,000. About
£80,000 of that goes towards the goldmin-
ing industry of Western Anstralia and will
he distributed at the end of the six months.
So there was something T did duving that
holidiey that was of benefit to the State.

Mr. Hudson: You were vepresenting the
Minister for Mines.

Mr. GARDINER: I do not eare who T
was representing; I was doing it off my
own hat and my own cheek. We have also
copper and tin, and nothing wore iniguit-
ous was cver done than the imposition or
the wur profits tax on base metals during
the currcncy of the war, a tax which took
75 per cent, of the profits. The prices ox
tin anrd copper were such at that time that
there was every inducement for men to dig
out thoze metals from the bowels of the
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earth, but those cngaged in the industry
said. ‘‘What is the good; we are not going
to tear our ‘guts’ out in order to give 75
per eont. of our profits to the Cowmon-
wenlth Treasurer.”” Here was another case
we took up and fonght. We objected to
Western Australia, on account of her geo-
graplical position, having to send her base
metals to Sydney for treatment when by
paying the same freight we could send
them e¢lsowhere to bave them freated at a
cheaper rate,

Mr, Troy: Who was responsible?

Mr., GARDINER: Tt was the same with
sugar, We ure paying an enormous sum
for the - production of sugar and for a
White Australia policy. We took 44,000
tons of sugar from Juva last year and svme-
thing like 15,000 from Mauriting passes our
door to be refined and we pay freight back
again. That is how they are penalising’ us.
Fortunately, I was able to bring about a
reduction in the treatwent charges for copper
by something like £1 & ton. Mr, Sleeman told
me the other day that the result of our
interview wag a saving in cost of treatment
ol something like £1 a ton. There is a sort
of sub rosa promise that we shall bave a
reduction of freight on that which comes
from Western Australia. I have made two
suggestions to the Premier as to brightening
the ontlook of the wen on the land. We
are up against one or two propositions
there which may well receive ounr earnest
consideration. We must strive to give
the mines’ cheaper water if we can finance
the scheme as suggested. Probably the
greatest question of all facing us is the cost
of living, Every ecffort must bhe made to
decrease the cost of production. If we do
not decrease the cost of production, it will
be a long while before we decrease the cost
of living. I want the Opposition to realise
this. Tf the cost of living gets high, it is
of no use_going to the Arbitration Court
to make if higher. I appeared for seven
years in the Arbitration Court and never
objected to a man trying to get as much
wages as he could.

Mr. O’Loglilen:
judge give you?

Mr. GARDINER: He gave so mMany
replies that T eontgratulated him on the
consistency of his inconsistencies, Every
time men got an inerease, they practically
paid the increase plus the profit. The in-
creases in a majority of instances applied
where the profit could be passed on. There
are any nnmber of industries where the
profit conld not be passed on, and every
lnbourer working in such industries was
penalised as o result of the inercased wages
given. The rectification will not come so
easily. In Amecrica, whence I get the views
of the world on this question, the time is
coming when they will say capital shall
have only a living wage of eight per eent,
and there begans  the  solution  of
cheaper living. If a man wishes to build
a house there is power te go to the man
who produces lime and ask the cost of pro-
dueing it and the profit he is making. They

What reply d4id the
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have the same power with regard to the
man who makes bricks, and if they find
the profits are being swollen by giving ex-
travagant wages or salaries, the offender
gets into trouble. That is the starting
point. Tt is of no use saying we shall fix
the price of bntter at ls. 3d. if one man
cun make 25 per cent. out of it and an-
other ouly ten per cent. We must go to the
hase of things to bring down the cost of
living. -As we say that a man shall have
a lving wage for his labour, they say to
the capitalist that he shall reccive only a
living wage for his capital,

Hon, . Cellier: OCarnegie had something
more than a living wage.

Mr. GARDINER: The day after war
“broke out, the first man to write to the
Minister for Mines to get a pricefixing
measure before thw House was myself, and
I was outside Parlizment at the tiine, When
I saw how the price of commodities was
being raised, I realised it wus time to take
a hand. We passed a prico-fixing measure
and it met with a lot of opposition in the
Upper House, heeause there were some men
who had a few bushels to sell and wanted
the highest price for them. We had a letter
sent to ws protesting against fixing the pricea
for profits. The real germ of reducing the
cost of living lies in stipulating that there
ghall be no profitecring by a man aceept-
ing extravagant iutérest for his money. In
America they intend to treat bhim as a
UBUTEr,

Mr. O’Loghlen: They have had the Sher-
man Aet there for years,

Mr. GARDINER: The objeet of that is
rather to prevent monopoly.  Action hag
been taken under that law against some
of the big trusts. .

Mr, O'Loghlen: Unfortuuately they are
as strong as ever they were,

Mr. GABDINER: Before the war they
passed an Act which gives enormous power,
and it is still being continued. When we
tackle this question, let vs try to solve it as
a knotty problem. Tt does not matter who
makes the suggestion, whether it comes from
this or that side of the Honse. Let us hou-
cotly try to do something which will prove
moderately satistactory.

Mr. O’Loghlen: We are surprised that
with all these Ministers and ex-Ministers
nothing has been done. It has been going on
for two or. threc years.

Mr. GARDINER: Weé are past
stage; we are facing a new era.

Hon. P. Coltier: A new worll for the
worker.

Mr. GARDINER: Yes; the end of the
war cclecbrates the birth of a new uation.

Mr. Troy: The brth of justice.

Mr. GARDINER: Tlis question is nearer
my heart than mnost things. We had ideals
previously, and found them rotten. We wor-
shipped wedlth, position, and power, only to
find when the nation had its baek to the wall

that

that its greatcut assct was o, Let ng pat

on one sifle all seutimentality and Ipok at
it as a bisiness proposition. Tuke the buai-
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ness man: Does not he proteet his best as-
set? If his best asset is men, he must con-
gider men’s lives and men’s outlook before
anything else. This will not be done by des-
truction, It is nobt going to be dane by hold-
ing -pre-war ideas abont money being sacred.

Mr. O'Loghlen: Wild horses won't drag
those ideas from them.

Mr. GARDINER: Tt cammot be achieved
by considering capital sacrosanct. It can be

_achieved by a recognition of the right of

every man, as u result of honest labour, to
live in surroundings of peace and comfort,
and the man who does not realise this will
have a rude awakening., Millions in_future
are not going to work that thousands may
live in luxury, and the task mnst be ap-
proached by both sides in the spirit that will
help. T agree with the member for Han-
nans (Mr. Munsie) when he said this result
cannot come by revolution. T will tell the
House how it can come. The squatter’s son
and the shearer’s son have been fighting side
by side, and they have held each ofher's lives
in their hands. Tf we take an example from
them, realising that we hold in our lands
the lives of our brothers lpss fortunate than
we are, we shall make this a better world
and solve this question. Twoe methods have
beeni suggested of bringing about a better
understanding between eapital and labour. A
great scheme tried in America is the White-
ley scheme, That gives to employees the right
practically, of adviging on their own sur-
roundings and as to how their work shall he
done, and the best evidence I have of that is
from the International Harvester Co. The
manager, Mr. McCormack, said as a result
of adopting the Whitcley scheme, the effi-
ciency carve had goune up, He said it was
strange to see sitting at the same table two
red hot socialists and one anarchist, and he
added—*They are the best advisers we have
got.”’ Mr. McCormack was asked if the
position would liold together if prices fell
and the company made less profit. The
answer was—'‘ Yes, these men are in my cou-
saltation sand sce that they get a fair re-
turn, and if 1 were not making the profit to
pay the wages T would not hesitate to say
80.’’ He proeeeded to give an example of
how it worked. There was a general appli-
cation for an increase of wages all vound. It
eame before the hoard of employees, who
said—"‘These men lave no right to an in-
crease; those men have.’? That settled the
questinu, and when they settled a qnestion
there werc no strikes. We have to so work,
if we can, than an unjust strike is impossible
and a just strike nunccessary. 'There was a
great gathering in England; employers and
employees met and agreed to sive a living
wage, first to the employce and then to the
employer, and whatever net profit was left
was distribotecdl fifty-fifty between them. Tt
looked a flnc solution. If everyene in busi-
nesg did that, the eost of living would soon
fall out of sight.

Mr. O’Loghlen: Have you the figures
showing what it cost to keep the employer
us against the employec? '
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Mr. GARDINER:

‘Mr. O‘Loghlen:
same wage{

"Mr. GARDINER:
war profit tax in Canada provided that a
man should make only seven per cent. on his
money, and of the residue he wag allowed to
take up to seven per cent., and no more. I
feel, as does every member, the serionsness
of the position, and if we can help in any
:]va.y it ix our obviona and bounden duty to

0 so.

Hon, T, WALKER (Ksnowna): I have
listened with patience to all the speeches in
defence of the Government to learn what,
after all, was being done to fulfil the pro-
mises made during the war to bring aboat
that better era we have so graphically heard
deseribed by the speaker who has just re-
sumed his seat. T have to-night less interest,
less delight in parliamentary institutions, and
in this Assewbly in particular, than I have
ever felt in the whole course of my parlia-
mentary experience, and this has been a long
one. But it must have been evident to every
member who has spoken, and to everyone of
vs who has listened, that ihis Assembly, this
Parliament, is moribond. It is dead. No
one outside takes an interest in it. Not a
man in the city of -Perth is interested in
what we are doing. There is a general feel-
ing that Parliament ecannot do any good.
Why is this¢ It iz because the general pub-

No.
Would they live on the

lic at large are realising a sad Qisappoint-

ment in their ideals, their leaders, and their
parliamentary representatives. They hove
reached a stage when they feel it is hope-
less to expect anything from the utteramnces
of their public men, They are realising the
hollowness, the sham and the hypocrisy of
those who have obtained high positions in’
polities, by virtue of misrepresentation and
deliberate falsehood.

Mr. Troy: And apostasy.

Hon. T. WALEKER: When the Labour
Government were in office weeks were spent
on this side of the House prognosticating the
shipwreek of the State on the rocks of finan-
cinl - disaster. Not a night passed but we
heard of the sad doom of this country so
long as it was in the hands of Labour leader-
ship and under Labour guidance. The Press
shrieked the same tune. They did not sing
it, for there was mo meledy, no harmony in
their niterances. They howled it and hurled
it at the public. Every night the Minister
for Works, and the Premier himself, huorled
anathemas at State enterprises, and the op-
eration of the BState steamships were the
signal for an eternal, an everlasting, mend-
ing, and monotonous tune from every politi-
cian seeking office, The people believed those
who were here nttering their prognostications,
their Cassandra-like prophecies, and the Lab-
our Government went out of office. We have
had these years since then and what do we
find¥ The Premier himself cannot run his
Government unless he brings in the very
Treasurer of the Labour - reglme to sapport

and defend him.

The Premier: Defend me?

I do not know. The-

‘due to the Labour Adminigtration.

[ASSEMBLY.)

Hon, T. WALKER: Yes,

Mr. Harrison: See what it has cost to
educate him.

Hon. P. Collier:
to educate you.

Hon, T. WALKER: Members on that side
of the House are everlastingly apologising
for the piling up of the huge deficit, explain-
ing it by every other excuse than that it Wwas
They are
now declaring to the public, that what they
?aid about Labour incompeteney was a falge-
wod.

Mr. Troy: It must have been.

Mr, Hardwick: Do not forget the four
years of war,

Hon. T. WALEER: That is now the ex-
pianation from the member for Rast Perth
{Mr. Hardwick).

Mr. Hardwick: There were 30,000
away from the State.

Hon. I'. WALKER: Here is the beautiful
dweller in the tub who comes out and makes
these revelations to an astounded world.

Hon. P, Gollier: Get hack, into the tuh.

Hon. T. WALKER: The hon. member
says, ‘‘four years of war.’”? We have just
heard onc of the Treasurers he followed and
supported saying it is not due to that. It
is the withdrawal of the subsidies from ‘the
Commonwealth, It is the Commonwealth
ehcroachment upon our finaneial preserves. It
is the wrongful treatment we have received
from the Federal Govermment. That is oune
explanation. Every explanation is offered
now but that of Labour maladministration.
Then we have the Minister for Education
in another place everlastingly . decrying the
Labour Government, saying that all our dis-
asters can be lzid at their door, and that the
country can never prosper unless there is a
new regime either of Liberals or National-
ists. We have it now. What does he say
to-day? He says, ‘““We cannot help it; the
conmntry is drifting as it is, beeanse we are
not the masters of our own resources. The
Commonwealth has throttled vs and we are
at the mercy of exterior despots.’’ That is
merely his explanation of the deficit to-day.
It wns said that if we only got this crowd
out of office we should have the stability and
the credit of the country restored, and that it
was the only possible source of salvation for
the covntry. They said, ‘‘Sack Labour;
hrineg us in and we will make ends meet.?’
That was the cry during the elactions.

Ton. W. C. Angwin: It was restored he-
fore thev were re-elected.

Hon., T. WALKER: Within three weeks,
they said, the ledger will be balanced. That
was their boast. Where are they nowt They
are sinking in muddier waters than ever,
Ohserve their subterfuges to the public! The
Stnte steamship enterprise was the moat
heinons of political acts ever perpetrated.
The other night, when the amendment to the
Address-in-reply was moved, asking for am
extension of the steamship service, not only-
for onr nwn remuirements but for overseas.
commerce. the Premier, the Minister for
Warls, and others on that side of the House,

It would cost a lot more

men
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suid, “‘It is our policy; we mean it.’” They
sald if they could not go as far as the mem-
ger for Pilbara desired, it was because they
had not the means to do so.
hard up but were going to do it by-and-by..

Hon. P. Collier: What a somersault!

Hon, T. WALKER: Cannot the public see
that those on the other side of the House
reached their positions through falsehood,
throngh hunbag, through delnding, deceiving,
and betraying the publie? Is not that the
reason why the public have lost all heart
and faith? The people see mow that they
did not mean what they said when they told
the falsehoods they did, but they got into
power by that means, and now are obliged
to adopt, in order fo live at all, the very
policy which the Labour party inaugurated
and founded.

Mr. Troy: They have not been guilty of

initiating anything yet,

The Premier: I do not know that yom
have ever done much,

Hon. T. WALKER: If we look at these
tricks that have been played in polities dnr-

ing the last few months, not to trace the

whole career of Governments since Lahour
wag in office, can we marvel that the country
at large is utterly disgusted? If it were
not for the disgust of the publie, reducing
the public spirit to absolute apathy, there
would be risings, public meetings every-
where, to order that body baek to the place
whence it came, as unfitted to retain the con-
fidence of a respectable community one
moment longer. T can respeet honest oppon-
ents of every kind. I know that as there is
a mighty distance between the north and
sonth poles, and a contrast between hot and
cold, so is there a contrast in principles- he-
tween the Conservatives and the Progres-
sives. 1 ean appreciate, honour and esteem
to the utmosf the honest Conservative. He
represents one of the forces exisling in
nature, But I eannot honour, nor can the
public respect, that wnderground engineer,

that wire-puller, who has no regard for prin-

eiple whatsoever, who aims only at the over-
throw of one in position in order to take hig
place. We had the Wilson Government. I
ecould not altogether respect its econduct,
particularly “in its false represeitations to
the public of the aetual position of the State,
but certainly from my membry of Mr, Wilson

T must say T had more respect for his public

egreer than T ean pessibly have -for some of
those who tried to” displace him whilst he
was alive.  He was undermined not by
Iabour, not in fair eonflict, but by intrigue
in his own ranks. He was overthrown and
with him was overthrown the present Pre-
mier. He went ovt as a result of comspiracy,
the undergronnd machinations of politicians
secking only for the vanity of plaee. It is
something to me to think that we have at the
head of the Government to-day one who, at
that time, from the point of homour and a
sense of his own dignity, and- the pride of
his own integrity; had the moral courage to
step aside and keep out of. the Government
of the day because his chief hed. been sq

They were too” who
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ignéminiously overthrown. That he should
now be back with those supperting him,
sitting at the right and left of him,
tried to Dblot his political caveer
for all time! Tt is a sad commentary om -
public life in any ecountry. But there it
is. He _sits surrounded by those men who
undermined him and overthrew him, de-
nounced him, put on him the label ¢ Never
to rise again.’”” In no Government was he
to be Minister for Lands any more. But
now they are with him, beside "him, Nothmg
has changed in the ecircumstances, in the
course of events. Nothing has altered in
principle. It goes to show the hollowness
and sham of our public life. It is the reason
for the apathy or contempt in which Par-
Hamentary institutions are being held by the
general commonalty, What shall we now
say of that ery which bronght about this
gtrange conglomerate, this admixture of
every incompatible element in political life’
into one political team? What shall we say
of it? The crowd which cried ‘‘National’'
as a distinetion ‘from ‘‘Labour,”’ which made
it to appear, most shamafully and hypoeritie-
ally and inaccurately made it to appear,
that they represented the only national
principle, and that we on this side repre-
sented only the disloyal, rebellious, contempt-
ible spirit of anarchy—what shall we say of
them? Hyprocisy to the utmost! ¢‘National-
ism’? is a beantiful name, oue that swells the
hearts of ‘us all, becanse we delight to feel
that we have reached to national altitudes.

‘ Mr. Harrison: A splendid ideal if yon had
only lived up to it.

Hon, T. WALKER: Listen to the Country
party marionette—I. beg pardon; I should
say; Country party leader. It shows fo what
we are coming ‘whén we have to bow in
bumble reverence before the leadership of:
one who iz chucked into the position becanse
the members of the party are jealous of each
other, That word ‘‘national’’ was used as
another delusion, another species of dust-
throwing into the eyes of the public. And
it created tremendous dust. Behind that
cloud of dust the real motive, the real ten-
deney, could not he perceived by the publie
at largé. In that clond of dust, behind that
sereen. ghielding them from the general public
penetration and gare, the so called National
Party planned a division of the national
power and will, 2 separation wider than there
ever had been in the hiastory of this coun-
try and this Commonwealth between man and
man, g division of the great body of people
who have built up Awnstralian preatness.
Some were delnded until they left their own
fellows, their own c.lasa, their own bedy,
their own interests to 101n with and- link up
with the eternal enemies by instinet of the
whole of the working populace of the Com-
monwealth. And from that day forth the
glamour of applanse of the class that ex;
exploits the worker.in order to live in its
atmosphere of splendour, is upon them, They
are captives.- They cammot return to the
ranks they left. So keenly do they feel the
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pegition which they are compelied to defend,
that they are obliged to make it appear that
they have some 1ight and veason for theiv
action; and they do chis by turning round
upon all their past, forgetting every step of
the ladder upon which they lave ascended to
their positiong, turning round to abuse and
calommiate and slander and vilify tle party

that gave them politicat life, gave them their.

first hope of ascension. There is a tendency
tn cateh the atmosphere in which one lives,
and to breathe it forth again, 'We may ex-
peet from those new Nationalists—not quite
from all, but from some certainly—the great-
est hifterness against thejr own class, the elass
they have abandoned. T need not tell you, Mr.
Speaker, for yon know it, that the greatest
danger to this movement which is shaking the
whole of the world at the present mowment,
the greatest danger to its ultimate triumph
Ml snecess, is not in its known enewmies, its
reeognised enemics that confront it, but in
the traitors from its own ranks, in those
who have Jeft their fellow men for the tem-
porary applause and the little taste of pglory
that is given them Dby the other side.

Mr. Davies: What is Willis & Co.?

Hon. T. WALKER: T ask, what is the
membes for Guildford? Tt must be evident
that no good can come ont of assorted or
unassorted elements mixed in one vessel,
saech as we see wupon the Government
benches. There must be some consistency
of principle, some line to work upom, some
leading to # definite goal. One cannot have
a team of horses pulling in all directions.
The horses must go in a direct line, or at
least pull upgn the same traces, otherwise
digaster must result, We cannot have any-
thing but disaster from 2 conglomeration of
princinies where ‘¢ Yes’’ becomes ‘“*No,’” and
“No'' hecomes ‘‘Yes,”’ and doubt is in-
terspersed between them all the way of the
journgy. Ome ecan expect nothing but con-
fusion and disaster from such an nggrega-
tion of ineomsistent elements as we find in
the present Government, snpported, more-
over, by no purpose. The Ceuntry party arc
avowedly supporting the Government not
from yprinciple, but for what they ean get
out of them; not becaunse they bhelieve in the
Governmént, but becouse they hope that the
farming industry will be better served by
the promises

My, Harrigson: Better looked after,

Hon, T. WALKER: What did the hon.
member say?

Mr. Troy: He won’t come again.

Hon, T. WALRER: T have marvelied
that the farming community, the Counntr-
partv. fuil to see how their intercsts are ulti-
mately bound to be sold by the party they
are serving.

Mr. Harrison: We are not always asleep.

Mr. Green: Most of the time you are.

Hon. T. WALKER: The Country party
are always in a nightmare.

My, Harrison: We are not always in your
company.

Hon. T. WALKER:
indeed, and worthy of tha lender of

That iz very sharp,
the
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Country party. T am surprised the Country
party céannot see that the one chance .they
and their constituents have of ultimately be-
coming contented, prosperous yeowan farm-
ers—if I may use the cxpression—is to re-
frain from linking up with the class that
represents the exploiters, and to join the
clasa that represents the industries.

Mr. Harrison: We link up with any Gov-
ernment that will give us

Hon., T. WALKER: The hon. member
says the Country party will link up with
any Government, No pringiple! T am sub-
mitting to this Chamber to-night the fact
that the farmers are as much te he pitied
as the workers are to be pitied, having re-
gard to the extent to which either class ave
at the mercy of the capitalist scetion of the
eommunity. There was a time—it can be
remembered by every member of the Country
party here to-night—when a very small area
nunder cultivation sufficed not ouly for the
farmer to lve upen, but to bring up res-
pectably a numerous family upon. Naow
the farmer may have lhis 1,000 and 2,000
acres, and put the whole under the most in-
tense enltivation; but the more he enltivates
the poorer he becomes.

Mr. Harrison: Is this Western Australia,
or ig it the ‘‘three acres and a cow’’?

Hon. T. WALKER: Tt is evident that the
more the farmer prodnees now, the less re-
turn he gets. The man who gathered his
crop with o sickle was, in a seuse, happier
and more prosperond than many a farmer
of to-day, who has his maechines and teams
working from one end of the year to the
other. What has made ail the difference?
How i3 it that ail those flourishing acres of
golilen harvest are not able te give the sup-
port, the comfort, the home life, which the
mordest methods of cultivation afforded in
days gone by? Beecause there is n class that
takes from the industry, as from all labour,
the surplus ereated by the buman toiler on
the farm as well 28 elsewhere for the swel-
ling of the capitalistic wealth of the country.
There are men who started young on the
farm and who in their old age cannot find
enough to rest upon in comfort and content.
Whose pockets have been filled by the pro-
duce of millions of acres in this country?

Where has it gone! It represents wealth
gsomewhere, but who has pgot it? Certainly
not the farmers ov the producers. 1t is held

by the class which the hon. momber sup-
ports, the class with which he links up,

Wr. Underwood: How is it that that class
does not get the squatters’ money?

Hon, T. WALEER: Because the squatters
alse are an exploiting elass. Who helps the
squatter and finanecs him® The very clasa
[ am referring to.

Mr. TUnderwood: Who finances  the
farmer? The bank.
Hon. T. WALKER: To what extent?

The fact cannot he disgnised that there are
classes, two distinet classes, the clasg that
represents the finaneial funetions of the
world and the elass that creates the wealth
of the world.
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Mr. Underwood:
credate wealth?

Hon. T. WALKER: The squatter lLimself
does not. . :

Mr, Underwood; Yon are wrong, he does.

Hon. T. WALEKER: The syuatter does not
ereate wealth. To the small extent that he
does actually create wealth, he Jdoes it with
the help of the whole eommunity, through
the vast areas allowed hini for his grazing.
It is of no use disguising the fact that
‘there sre two classes standing opposed to
each other. The leader of the Couwntry party
said there were eXtremists on both sides and
that he okhjected to both. Mr. Hughes, at
Durban, said “‘Damn both the Bolsheviks
and the profiteers!?’?

The Minister for Works: I say so, too.

Hon. T. WALEER: Those are nice
phrases, but let us get down to bedroek and
goe if we have not those two classes with
us. Let us see what condemmnation has been
passed upon those who are termed direct
aetionists, Take the seamen’s strike. What
has been said? Why, that there are agita-
tors, and that they are the ruination of the
industries of the Commonwealth. I have
heard people shriek with horror at the very
mention of one big union. It makes peo-
ple’s blood run like icieles, if ieicles eounld
ran.  One big union!—horror! bogey! But
what about the federation of employers?
The shipping companies constitute only a
branch of the one big -union of the
capitalist. The federation of employers—
no horror in that. Tt is all right, quite the
natural order of things.

Does not the squatter

The Minister for Works: I de not say so,

anyhow,

Hon. T. WALKER: There is no horrified
ery over the” Empiloyers’ Federation. It is
‘30 powerful that when reason and discre-
tion sought to bring our own Joeal troubles
to an end even the State Government were
powerless and could bnot settle the little
strike at the Fremantle wharf. The Em-
plovers’ Federation, as represented by one
branch, by the shipping eombine, paralysed
the efforts of the Government until the
Government were driven into the absurd
mountebank position, as it has been called,
at the Fremantle wharf that solemn Bunday
morning of the 4th May. Xven in the little
loeal, disturbance on the gopldfields, the
woodline dispute, the Government counld
have settled that in a week if they had
cared to do so. All the elements now
present werc present then, and the Govern-
ment conld have brought the thing to an
end. Why did they not do so? Becanse
there was a combine up there which was
not to be disturbed, and so the Government
worked together with the woodline com-
paniecs. When it was proposed to set the
men co-operatively opening up new forest
belts to supply the mines independently of
bosses, the mines said, ‘‘No, we cannot
trust them: we stand out.’”” And when the
mines stood out, the Government stepped in
to help settle this local disturbance by
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bringing the old bodies in again and going
back to the 1916. pricex, which might have
been done in the first week. Tn this sea-
men’s strike, also, the Government were
concerned, in that they had their own
ships, which the seamen had left ag they
had left privately owned vessels. There was
a difference of about 134, per day in wages,
und the Government were asked to pay it
on their own ships. Even bad it been paid
our loeal seamen would have been getting
less than is paid to British and American
seamen. Bat the Governiment sat still, and
said, ‘‘No, we will not do it.”” Why? Be-
capse it would have been breaking their
compact, expressed or implied, with the
private shipping combine.

" Hon. W. C. Angwin: They have an ngree-
ment to down the ien’s union.

Hon. 'T. WALKER: That is so. The
Government sided with the combine, with
their own class, the class they represent.
It is the elass they stuck to so Hirmly
against the men, And then some Ministers
say, ‘‘Yonr seamen will not man the boats
to go, to Wyddham to save their fellows
from starvation.”” How hypocritical !

The Minister for Works: The Government
guaranteed to pay the men whatever might
be awarded.

Hon. T. WALKER: What does that mean?
Merely that they were standing by the vie-
tory or the deféat of the shipping combine.
They were pledging themselves to the issue
of their class in Melbowrne. TIf the ship-
ping combiné lost,. the Government would
go down also, while if the shipping combine
won the Government also would win. That
is the attitude all the way through—they
stood by the combine. ’

Mr. Duvies: You did the same thing your-

‘self whén the Labour Government were in

office. .

Hon. W, €. Angwin: What shipping com-
bine did the Labour Government ever stand
hy ¢

Hon. T. WALKER: When I hear these
mnexpected hissings, I know that the siake
is somewhere at hand.

Mz, Green: Do not eall him a snake.

Hon. T. WALKER: T am unot. I am
merely pointing out what the Government
did, as shown by the facts, by what they
themselves say. They say, ‘‘Gentlemen, go
to work, and if the combine goes down and
you are to have the extra pay we will give
it, even retrospectively.’”” Standing by the
shipping combine! It is that which fires
my blood with the determination to fight
for those whe are misrepresented in the
Press and in publie. Tt is a crime for us to
unite in such a selid manner; it is the right
thing for the emplovers and the combines
and the trusts and the federations to do.

The Minister for Works: It is your part
to preach that doetrine.

Hon, T. WALKER: The hon. membar
knows that T would serve ne purpose in my
material life by adoepting sueh a course. I
advoeate what T do and I preach what T do
hecanse I have endeavourcd to study these
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questions, and becanse my heart will not let
me be a traiter to that voiceless community
that has only just arisen from. serfdom and
slavery and is for the first time opening ity
eyes to the consciousnesa of its manhood and
importance.

The Minister for Works:
in the other side also,

Hon., M. WALKER: It is not that I am
preaching against individuals. I am not
preaching against the Minister for Works
ag Mr, George. I am certain that Mr. George
is as big-hearted as anyone. I know that
his motives are good and honourable and
honest, and I am not preaching against him,
bt he is part of a system, and his judgment
is biassed by that system and he is incapable
of looking stern facts in the face. The
great body of the people live through years
of life without any hope of having more
than enough to kcep life in the body, suffi-
cient to do the day’s work and earn some-
thing for the wife and little ones. I have no
quarrel with Mr. George, but I wish to good-
ness he eould curb his temper and listen to
argumenta more kindly.

The Minjster for Works: I do not mind
argument, but T will not have abuse,

Mr. SPEAEKER: Order!

Hon. T. WALEER: I am not abusing the
hon. member,

Mr. O'Loghlen: The Minister for Works
i3 the most abusive man in the House; he
has taken the belt for it.

Hon. T, WALKER: I am saying what
eannot be denied, aud I say afresh, the Gov-
ernnient in all their dealings with strikes
have aected as the otdinary private hoss, in-
stead of recognising the needs of the toiler

There is good

and the requirements of the wealth creator. -

Mr. Davies interjected.

Hon. T. WALEKER: There is oné thing ecer-
tain about the member for Guildford, and it
is, that e has stuck fast behind a ‘Govern-
mont who represents combines and the Em-
ployers’ Federation. He supports and stands
by them and abuses the brethren who gave
him political exigtence.

Mr. Green: He turned doz on the man who'

gave himt his joh,

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Hon, T. WALKER: With the conservative
element, which is a natural force, T have to
rceognisc it ag I would the positive and nega-
tive poles in electricity. It is there, but it al-
wirys has certain characteristies, the chief one
being its callonsness and blindnesg to the real
needs of the preat toiling masses. Be a little
charitable, dele out little bits of help that
will se¢ an hour through, but nothing that
will permanently uphold life! It goes on
the prineiple that the world is a set going
machine and should not be disturbed, Amny-
ona who tries to disturb it is an agitator
and a Bolshevik who should be put in gaol,
deported, shot, anything to get rid of the
man who disturbs our guniet. Let the world
go on and the stream flow placidly down.
" Yon men go to work; you men work more
and things will be Latter. Just be satisfied.”?
That is the idea of the Government and it

with eriminals for six solid montha.-
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works out in a hundred differont ways, That
placid stream oupon which the conservative
glements float ia absolutely unconscious of
the terrible sufferings which exist in the
world. When the Labonr Government were
n office they brought nl a Bill, amongst
others, for the special treatment of inebri-
ates. Provision was made that men should
not he sent to gaol for what was a disease—
the disease of drunkenmess, a disease which
eould not be helped. Talk about law and
order. This Government have never at-
tempted to put this measure into operation.
They have allowed it to remain a dead let-
ter, and we have in our police courts in Perth,
woinen, pitiable creatures, with over a hun-
dred convictions for Arunkenness, and the
Press, the eapitalistic Press, the thonghtful
Press, ran by youths who know no bhetter or

an old man who ought to wear petticoats,
-gloat and glory over the

facts. The old
woman ig sent, for the hundred and thirtieth
time, back to gaol for drunkenness.  Simi-
larly in Fremantle that phenomenon has hap-
pened, and just as casuvally as anything,
three months gaol awarded, I have a case
in my mind where a man with many previous
convietions recorded against him, was sent
to gaol for six meonths for habitual drunken-
vess. Me had served 21 days for drunken-
ness and then was charged with habitual
drunkenness and sent back to gaol to herd
Where
is the heart?t The Government talk abont
being progressive. It has nome of the veal
vital qualities’ of government, What should
the Government be for but o help the weak
against the strong, to cnrh the stremgth of
the wicked-doer. That should be the purpose,
the chief function, of government. But we
find the Government’s arm paralysed "in
every instance against the profiteer and
wrong-doer, and their callous paws, ever
placed upon the helpless, the weak, and the
suffering. In the Governor’s Speech we
have down upon our list a measure
to deal with the  depraved children, the
Ghildren’s Ceurt and State children. I
have had ozeasion once or twice to visit that
court, and it will be a wonder if some of
our children are unot tnrned inte absolute
habitual eriminals by the -methods pursued
by those. who are vunning that court, The
childver are dogpged, as some men are dogged,
as the ‘habitual eriminals are dogged by the
police, until “resentment starts even in the
breast of childbood against such injustice,
which leads them into the pathways  of
wrong-doing, even in the_ name of the
law., 1 want to say that, to my knowledge,
the offieers of zome¢ of these children’s
courts have taken a child from its own
mother when the mother herself has pleaded
for its eare, nnd given it to the ecustody of
someone else, in that way ignoring the most
natural ingtinets of the maternal breast, en-
tirely ignoring what helps to make n woman
deserving of the name of mother in the true
sense of the word, and depriving tho mother
of that sweet consolation of maternity that
fita her for the companionship of the
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world. It bas been dome in these insti-
tutions. We may expect all this when we
find at the head of the Police Department,
which is in some respects rumung rampant,
a man who, thongh not a boy in years, is a
boy in experience, a good fellow perhaps,
but unqualified in every semse¢ to run such
an important depariment. He presides over
the police functions of the State and over
those delicate elements of the State that
make for the refinement. and uplifting of
gociety in our children’s eourts.
objection to Mr. Broun as a man, but I do
objeet to him rumning that Children’s Court
where they have their police, women police,
and inspectors. He is not a man of the
worll. He has not a grasp of those
prineiples, the trainming, or the actual
knowledge gathered in the world, to fit bim
for the post. Tt shows how callous we are
in the government of these things. In our
new Attorney General we have a man so
bound up in red tape that he must follow
step by step all legal precedent to the very
utmost, even in a case such as that which

I have mentioned, a case of habitual drunken- .

ness. He is raw and new, and has the old
ingtinets and the old trammellings. We have
not a Government that is going to improve
this country. Whilst T have a profound re-
spect socially for some of the members of
the Government and am glad to meet them
in private life, I say in their nnited capacity
they comprise disjointed elements, disorgan-
ised in pringiple, with no set purpose except
the cne to bring people from abread to
dump into this country, instead of helping
us to build it up by our efforts. The only
salvation preached by the Government is
their wild dream of 14,000 soldiers, each man
carrying in his waisteoal pocket 500 sover-
eigns, and with a million following them
throngh the wireless air. TIn this way we
are to become great—a glorions dream, but
it does not realise either the hopes of the
member for Irwin (Mr. Gardiner) or of any
other member who thinks seriously. We have
to bweild the future from what we are to-
day, onwards and forwards, absorbing natur-
- ally those who come to us of their own free
will attracted by our prosperity and our
efforts. Tt is thus that we are to be built.
This State could go ahead to-morrow it we
had a fearless Government whoe would say
to the magnates in the Bast who have the
wires in their hands—*‘Hands off, please.”’
Let us build our own destiny, shape our own
ends; give us 2 chance with our own internal
wenlth to build the future of our- hopes and
dreams. We can do if, but we ecannot be
the dumping ground for eastern profiteers
or the servile tributers to what is practically
a foreign State, taking from us all our -vitals
for their own. glorification -.and their own
well-being. Jf we start with such principles
to build this- State for this State hy the
wealth of this State, we can _accomplish
gomething, and if we are free and unfettered
from outside influence, we can gévern- our
’ miserable. proﬁteers and maké them fall- :nf:o
rank with the general” ‘toilers of “the Sta.te,

I have no_
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building up industry by industry’s own
wealth. We can then build up a demoeracy

that shall be the guide and light to the whole
onlpoking werld, It can only be done by
principle that is based wpon the bedroek of
toil with its honest purpose, with its principle
of “‘live and let live,’’

Mr, PIESSE (,Toodyay): While I reeog-

nige that the debate is somewhat wearying, I
feel it my ﬂuty to endeavour to remove the
false impressions, of which members are
apparently possessed, regarding the settle-
ment of our agricultural lands, I have lis-
tened with some regret, and no little comcern,
to the remarks of certain members regarding
the farming section of the community. The
impression seems to be that farmers in the
back areas are in a bad condition, The leader
of the Opposition, in moving the no-confi-
dence motion, was in error. in making refer-
ence to the area of land under cultivation this
Year as compared with last year. Aeccording
to him, the figures showed a shortage of
gome 400 000 acres, léaving a total area under
erop of 1600 000 aores. Owing to his lack
ot knowledge, he conveyed the impreszion
that that area of land was thrown out of
use. When the farmers are called upon to
make returns of area under crop, there is a
column to be filled in, ‘‘Cleared land for-
merly under crop, now used for grazing.’’
All returns show a few! hundred acres pur-
posely used for grazmg instead of cropping,
but give the false impression that this area
has been abandoned for the purposes of eul-
tivation. The hon. member would have ug
believe such area wasg abandoned in the sense
of that of abandoned farms.

Hon, P. Collier: T have no lack of know-
ledge about it at all and made no such state-
ment.

Mr. PIESRE: May I 'read the hon. mem-
ber’s remarks?

Mr, SPEAKER: Do you intend to quote
from ‘‘Hansard®’’

Mr. PTESSE: Yes.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member is not
in order in reading from ¢‘Hangard’’ of
this session.

Mr, PIESSE: It is difficult otherwise to
show that the hon. member’s inference is
- wrong.

Hon. P. Collier: T am not responsible for
the inference you drew from my remarks.
What I stated is fact.

Mr. PIRSSE: It is due to a lack of know-
ledge of .the retnrns.

Hon. P. Collier: 1 know the returns,

Mr. PIESSKE: Y am sure the hon. mem-
ber had no intention of misleading the

Neither did I do so.
The statement .gives a

Hon. P. Collier:
Mr. PIESSE:

, wrong impression of the srea under crop last

year, anil the teagon for the shortage.

Hon., P. Collier- I stated the ecorrect
figures,
Mr, PI'E‘SB'F 'I'he excnse. 15 made that

. this ahorta.ge in. die, to the war. In a measure

. it 3 due to thg war bt nog wholly. ~ There
weie not the men~on' ‘the land to plant thesa
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acres, but a large percentage of the 400,000
acros Is held in prass for grazing purposes.

Hou. P, Collier: The area under crop de-
ercaserdl by 400,000 aeres. The aren wsed for
grazing inereased by 200,000 acres, so there
is a iserepancy of 200,000 acres gone right
out of nse.

Mr, PTESSE: That is not so.

How. P. Collier: Tt is not in the return of
areas wnder grazing, -

Mr. PIESSE: In the land, the State has
the greatest hope of scecuring a lasting
renedy for its finamcial condition, Even
menthere who have referred to land settle-
ment have shown they are under a wrong im-
pression. They have no knowladge of the
true value of inland areas. I have just re-
turned from a trip through the Lake Brown
country, aud the settlers there arve quite
satisfied with their couditions and have great
hopes of ultimate swccoess.

Mr. Duft: There are not too many there.

My, PIRSSE: There are none at all at

Lake Trown, but there is 2 good number

north of Nungarin. This distriet has, in a
measure, been econdemned by those controll

ing the Agricultmal Bank. Probahly this is

exeusuble because the same failing existy
there as in this House, namely a lack of
knowledge of these particular areas. I ven-
ture to assert the day will come when the
mazaging trustee, Mi. MeLarty, will recog-
nise that his jodgment of that parvtienlar
portivn of the State haz. becn ervoncous. If
railway facilities were provided, it wonld
prove a great producing distriet. Tt has
averaged 14 bughels to the acre for threc
years in suceegsion. Septoria and rust
have ade their appearance, but, piven
railway facilities, this will he one of the
most  prosgerons farmimg  Qistriets in  the
State. The prosperity of those settlers
mainly depends on a good water supply and
railway facilitics. T am glad the Premier hag
given instructions that assistance through
the Agriemltural Bank will be of such a

natere ag to cause this drawback at no dis- |

tant date to disappear. These farmers can-
not suegessfully carry on withont an in-
creased avea of cleared land, and it is the
policy of the Government to have a cleared
area amonnting to 600 acres per man. Apart
from that, proper feneing must be ereeted
to keep out the rabbits and dogs. This will
he done as spon as wire netting can be ob-
tained at a2 reasonable price. To engble these
peoiile to eavry sheep on their holdings, ad-
vanees were necessary. It is, essential that
an increased water supply be provided for
them. This menng money but the distriet
ecannot be suceessfully developed without it.
The mongy must be provided by the Agricul-
tma] Bank at a reasonable rats of interest.
The mblnt rest 11as been a sérions menace in
the past but, owipng to the earc®ul aad, con-
stant use of poizon, the pest has almost
totally disappeaced., 1, had a teip with the
Honorary Minigter throngh thie Mount Mar-
ghall digtrigt.  This, wag, fornerly infesteil
with rabbits, but tlulmg the wholp day we
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were there we saw only one. At XKodj
Kodjin joison carts have been used so suc-
cessfully that a fairly large area of crop,
which lad been levelled to the ground,
nitimately recovered from the ravages of the
pest nud produced an average of something
like 135. bnshels to the acre. The caretul use
of poison carts has undoubtedly freed a good
deal of this country from the rabbit pest. It
ling been said it would be madueess to put re-
turned men on these areas. There are, how-

ever, many men going there fo-day, and there
arve more anxious to return there. The only

stumbling-block in cdonnection with inland
agricnltural settlement is the lack of railway

facilities, All the land abuotting on the pre-

gent railways is securely held, and the own-

ers would not part with it for less than £2

an acre. If we take the properties now in
the hands of the Bepatriation Board we will
finid that the prices at which these have been
offered excoed an average of £2 an acre. On

our three ddays’ rip we did not eet one
man who was auxious to part with his held-

ing. The averages for last year were high.

At Yorkiakine ome man had a small holding
of 100 acres and ancther of 110 agres. The
return per aere was 30 bushels. At Kupun-
oppin, which is not fur from Lake Brown,

the averages cxeedeid 20 bushels to the acre.

T could gnote dozcus of instances of high
yields having Doenm taken from small and
large arcas. Referring to the report of the
Royal Commisston on agriewlture, the leader

of the Oppesition said that it was witheut
justifieation so far as the available lands in

the South-West were coneerned.

Hon. P. Colticr: The veport did not cover
tlie South-West pastoral division. I take it
the refeienee was to the extreme South-West.

Mr. PTESSE: T wnderstand it referred to
the available Crown land suitable fov agrieul-
tural  settlement. The Commission flew
through the country and only saw a small
portion of if.

Hon. P. Collier:
fown there.

My, PTESSE: They were only able to see
a small section of the country.

Hon, P. Collier: They speut two years on
their investigations.

Mr. PIESSE: They based their report on
evidence before them. I take it that evidence
came from officers of the Lands Department.
With all dve deference to them T submit that
they had very little knowledge as to the full
extent of the land suitable for agriculture
dewn there. One large area in particular is
only now coming under the notice of the
Lands Department. That is the big bulk of
comntry lying east of the Wongan Hills-
Mullewa line, starting .from the Dowerin-
Merredin Joop line and rvnning north. That
comptises a quarter of a million acres suit-
able’ for settlement, with s better rainfail
fhan in the Nungarin area and it has given
an average of 14 bushels to the acre for three
years in succession, I have it on the tasti-
wony of a reliable fammer, Mr. Thomas Wwild-
inp, of Moking.. Nm;tham, that land yielding
%0 bushels. to the. agre is worth £2 per acre.

They spent many months
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Hon. P. Collier: Does a yield of 10 bushels
pay¥

Mr. Duff: It only just pays.

Mr. PIESSE: Yes, it pays. We have the
testimony of men who have lived there.

Hon. P. Collier: With stoek or with wheat
. alone?

Mr., PIESSE: With wheat alone! That
is why [ have endenvoured to convince hon.
members that. the position is really a hopeful
ong 80 far as inland settlement is coneerned.
We have often heard the cry that we have
too many railways. What is needed is more
railways to open up the vacant arcas, How
can our country railways be expecied to pay
big profits, and at the time open up the
country? When that great inland seitlement
took place the settlers, almost without ex-
ception, as well as the Londs Department
officials, had no knowledge of the local con-

ditions. For the most part the settlers have
now astered their diffieilties, and if
hon. members will visit this part of the

country they will find a comparatively con-
tented colony of farmers. The people are
convineed that the future is bright and the
eountry worthy of development.

Hon., P. Collier: If a different impression

has obtained in this House it has been dus,

to the fact that hon. members, belonging for
the most part to the same party as yourself,
have been telling us that great distress has
existed there in recent years.

Mr. PIESSE: There bas been consider-
able distress, but when we consider the initial
cost of development and the time spent by
settlers in learning to overcome difficulties,
np to then unknown in the history of land
settlement, it is reasonable to expect that
there would be some outery. To-day there is
a different condition of affairs and the
settlers feel that prosperity is sure to come.

Mr. Troy: How far are they from a rail-
way?

Mr. PIESSE: They are within the ten-
mile radius. It is hopeless to farm beéyond
that, Large yielda have been carted over a
distance of 12 miles to a railway at a less,
and in addition there has been the wear and
tear upon the horses and the destrmetion of
the wagons, It is impossible to carry on
farming operations heyond the 10-mile limit.
I hope the Government will bring forward
proposals during the session to build further
railwaya through the agricultural areas. It
has been said that we cannoft possibly settle
any more people, such as ex-soldiers from
the Old Country, but I venture to say that
this is just the right type of settler to come
hera.

Hon. P. Collier: I do not think anyone
gaid we eould not settle them,

Mr. PIESSE: There is a danger, if we
bring men here who have no knowledge of
the local conditions, that we would have un-
succasstul settlements.

Hon. P. Collier;
knowledge.

Mr. PIESSE: If men like that come here.
there should be a system of education which

[81
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would fit them for the lana upon which they
will settle. The ektreme South-West could
take a large number of gettlers.

Mr. Lambert: Farmers have lost 25 per
cent. of their efficiency through sheer ignor-
ance of wbat science should be applied to
their operations,

Mr, PIESSE: That spplied more in the
past than it does to-day. Farmers are rapidly
learning how to overcome the difficulties
w‘];ich formerly they found almost insuper-
able.

Mr, Lambert: It is beyond the individual,
and the State should assist.

Mr. PIESSE: T am loath to advise too
much State assistance. I hope the Govern-
ment will aceept the offer of the Imperial
authorities, and assist in the settlement on
the land of these ex-soldiers. Our Land Acts
are ¢ertainly inr need ‘of revision. A free
grant of 160 acres is provided for. Such an
arca is not neeessary in the extreme South-
West, and I should like to see it reduced to
50 acres. Intelligently worked either from
the dairying or pig-raising point of view
that would be ample to give men a good
living. They would of course have to be
prepared to settle down to intense culture.

Hon. P. Collier: The estates which have
been purchased for returned soldiers, mearly
all in the Bouth-West, average 300 acres
when cut up.

Mr. PIESSE: That will provide for mized
farming as well as dairying and other pur-
suits. It is then necessary to have 300 acres
of good land. I have no personal knowiledge
of the conditions of the s0il in the

oxtreme South-West, but I believe the
country iy extremely productive, especi-
ally around the Nornalup Inlet, A

friend of mine living down there tella me
that lucerne will grow amongst the timber
providing the undergrowth is removed. That
proves the richmess of the seil and its pro-
ductive charaster.  The Aunstralian farmer
must have a large area to work upon. He
has the broad acre feeling, and nothing loss
than a thousand acres will suit him, . In the
Old Country 50 acres constitute a large farm,
and I venture to say that the extreme South-
West very mueh resembles portions of the
Old Country.

Mr, TLambert: Farming ip this State is
made too much of 8 gamble,

Mr., PIESSE: It is the nature of Aus-
iralians to have large areas, big fields, and
fine equipment to work upon.

Mr. Lambert: To have all their egga in
one basket.

Hon. P. Collier: Yas, broad acres, millions
of them,

Mr. PIESSE: It is not so with English-
men. Retuvrned scldiera tell us that in Eng-
land, and particnlarly in France, they saw
farmers doing well on 20 acres, and in Ire-
land on as liftle as 10 aeres. Tt would be
wise to cneourage as much immigration of
the right sort as we can absorh, and to
settle the immigrants in the Sonth-West. The
problem facing this ecountry is our immense,
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ungettled South-West. It iz a scandal that,
infelligent as we are and capable as our ex-
perts are, we have been unable to settle the
South-West. The stumbling block, no deubt,
ia the elearing; but that can be overcome.
The eonditions of our land legislation, which
are utterly inapplicable to the South-West,
should he amended. I do hope that the Min-
ister for Lands, when he decides to open np
the Bouth-West, will hurry along the new
railways which are proposed, and that when
thoso railways eome before this House hon.
members will be seized with the absolute
necessity for further railway comstruetion to
enable us to setfle on the land those men
who are so anvious to fake up farming.

Mr. Lambert: I presume that defines your
attitude on the Esperance Railway9

Mr. PIESSE: In the interests of the Es-
perance settlers themselves I say that the

construction of the [Esperance Railway
should be deferred, even indefinitely de-
ferred,

Mr. Lambert: We will not vote for ‘one
railway in this State until the Esperance
line is built.

My, PIESSE: In the interests of the coun-
try the House ought to annul that resolution
relative to the Esperance railway, and build
agricultural lines——

Hon. P. Gollier: In your constituency.

Mr. PIESSE: No; in the Avon constitu-
ency.

Hon, P. Collier: That is next door to you.

Mr. PIESSE: I have for years advocated
the construction of the Uecarty-Yorkrakine-
North Baandee railway. I hope I shall have
the pleasure socn of taking a train load of
meinbers through the agriealtural distriets.
The leader of the Opposition once travelled
through my distriet, and, notwithstanding
that his vision was limited to three or four
miles on each gide of the railway, the area
under enltivation staggered him. That
journey considerably enlightened the hon.
gentleman, and T hope he will speedily come
to the distriet again and be further econ-
vinced. T wish to congratulate the member
for Canning (Mr. Robinson) on the inter-
pasting and instructive speech he gave the
House this afternoon. Undonbtedly, that
gentleman has rendered good service to the
State as Minister for Industries, giving
encouragement to those desirons of invest-
ing capital in the establishment of secondary
industries here.  His speech this afternoen
was extremely valuable. I regret that the
hon. member has  not been given more eredit
for the work he has dome. I hope that, like
the Under Secretary for Lands, hon. mem-
bers and also the Managing Trustez of the
Agricultnral Bank will have their eyes
apened at mo distant date as to the ecapa-
bilitics and possibilities of our great inifand
areas,

On motion by Mr. Troy debate adjourned.

House adjourned at 10.8 p.m.
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The PRESIDENT tock the Chair at 4.30
pm., and read prayers.

QUESTION—INFLUENZA, TRAVELLING
PERMITS.

Hon. R. J, LYNN (for Hon. V. Hamer-
sley) asked the Minister for Edueation:
Has the time not arrived when the policy
of permits to leave the city for the country
should be abandoned?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION re-
plied : The regulations regarding permita
were cancelled on Thursday last,

QUESTION—TRAMWAYS, INDUSTRIAL
AGREEMENT.

Hon. J. E. DODD asked the Minister for
Education : 1, Whether, under the last
agreement made Dbetween the Government
and the tramway employees’ uniom, provi-
sion was made for the appointment of a
referenee board or committee, representa-
tive of both parties, to advise on matbers
concerning the working of the tramwayst
2, Has the committee been appointed? 3,
If not, why nott

The MINISTER IOR EDUCATION re-
plied: 1, No. 2 and 3, See Neo. 1.

" PAPERS LAID ON THE TABLE.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION
(Hon, H, P, Colebatch—East): In regard to
the question raised by Mr. Sanderson, on
Thursday last, I ghould like to explain that
it- was purely an inadvertence that those
halance sheets were not sent along to this
House at the same time as they werc sent
to another place.

ADDERESS-IN-REPLY.
Eighth Day.
Dehate resumed from the Idth August.

Hon. H. STEWART (South-Bast): I de-
sire to express regrat at the loss we have
sustnined by the death of the late President.
I wish to congratulate you, Sir, on ydur
clevation to the Presidency, a position for
which you are eminently fitted, Also I wish
to weleome Dr, Saw after his war service
in defence of this country. I am glad of
the opportunity of .extending a welcome fo
Mr. Panton, and I feel sure that he will



